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Introduction
 
 The Registration Guide con tains in for ma tion re-
 gard ing course of fer ings, recommended course se-
quences, pol i cies, requirements, and services.  This 
in for ma tion has been pre pared to enable stu dents 
and parents to make in formed decisions regarding a 
program of study and to pre pare for the life long ca reer 
de ci sion-mak ing pro cess. 
 A strong high school background is es sen tial for 
suc cess in the work place or in post-sec ond ary educa-
tion.  In se lect ing a program of stud ies, stu dents should 
rec og nize that em ploy ment and college ad mis sions are 
high ly com pet i tive.  Rigor of cur ric u lum, grade point 
av er age, attendance, and stan dard ized test scores are 
cru cial factors in de ci sions made by em ploy ers and col-
 lege ad mis sions per son nel.  It is important for stu dents 
to select a challenging pro gram of studies con sis tent 
with ca reer goals and post-sec ond ary plans.
 The registration process is a serious matter for stu-
 dents and for schools.  For stu dents, the course se lec -
tions made during reg is tra tion formulate a stu dent’s 
pro gram of study for the next school year.  This pro gram 
must consider current academic progress and fu ture 
goals for the student.  For schools, the reg is tra tion pro-
 cess guides staffi ng and bud get ary decisions for the 
following school year.  For these reasons, a student’s 
requests can not be made in a rushed or whim si cal 
man ner.  The requests made by a student rep re sent a 
com mit ment to meet the pre req ui sites of the re quest ed 
cours es by fi nishing the cur rent school year with the 
best possible grades and to follow the program of study 
agreed upon during spring reg is tra tion with equal ac a -
dem ic effort.  
 Inevitably, some changes are required when a pre-
 req ui site is not met or when an elective choice made 
by a student is not available.  Changes in a student’s 
sched ule will not be made prior to the open ing of school 
sim ply to ac com mo date a change of mind.  Doing so 
runs the risk of overloading classes for the vast ma jor i ty 
of students that seek to fulfi ll their registration com-
 mit ment.  For these reasons, parents and students are 
en cour aged to take their time, consult with teachers 
and school counselors, and make sound de ci sions.  If 
you have any questions regarding the process, please 
con tact your stu dent’s counselor.  For a list of coun-
 se lor names, email addresses, voice mail num bers 
and the stu dents they serve, see page 10.

General Instructions for 
Registration 

1. Students select courses they wish to take including 
re quired courses.

2. Students may take 7 credits, but no fewer than 5.  
Exceptions to taking a minimum of 5 courses will 
be made only by the superintendent or his des-
 ig nee.

3. Students must meet all prerequisites for courses.  
4. Students should review course selections with 

parents and counselors to determine consistency 
with ed u ca tion al and career plans.

5. Students complete registration form.
6. Parents sign registration form noting approval of 

course selections.
7. Students who fail to reg is ter will have courses 

selected by school counselors.

 Students who do not meet prerequisites at the end of 
the school year and who do not attend summer school 
will have their schedules adjusted by the guidance 
department.
 Course offerings are contingent upon suffi cient 
en roll ment and staffi ng.

Drop/Add Guidelines
 
Changes from one course to another will be made un der 
the following circumstances only:
A.  Failure of a course which is a pre req ui site for a  
 scheduled course or a grad u a tion requirement
B.  Human or computer error
C.  Change in a program of study
D.  Grouping adjustments and balancing of class  
 sizes 
E.  Recommendation of screening com mit tee and/or  
 el i gi bil i ty committee

Adding a Course
A.  No student may add a course after the fi rst seven  

days of a semester.
B.  Student athletes are reminded that they must  

carry a minimum of fi ve credit-bearing courses 
at all times.  Ques tions should be referred to the 
athletic director. 

C. Transfer students from other accredited schools 
will be the exception to this policy and will be 
eval u at ed and placed based upon the merits of 
their individual cases.
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Dropping a Course (Withdrawal Policy)
      A student interested in dropping a course should 
re quest a Drop Request Form from the guidance of -
fi ce. A parent or guardian, the teacher of the class, 
and the student must sign the form. The student is 
responsible for returning the signed form to his or 
her school counselor, who will make a rec om men da -
tion to the administration in ac cor dance with school 
pro ce dures. The counselor will advise the student of 
the ad min is tra tive action regarding the drop re quest.
     The following re stric tions ap ply:

During the fi rst six weeks of a full-year course or 
the fi rst three weeks of a semester course:
• A full-year course dropped during the fi rst six weeks 
will not appear on the student’s report card or tran-
 script and will not be calculated in the student’s GPA.
• A semester course dropped during the fi rst three weeks of 
a semester will not appear on the student’s re port card or 
transcript and will not be calculated in the student’s GPA.

When the student is passing the course:
• A full-year course dropped by a student who is pass ing 
after the fi rst six weeks will appear as a “WP” (with-
 drew passing) on the student’s report card and tran-
 script and will not be calculated in the student’s GPA.
• A semester course dropped by a student who is pass-
 ing after the fi rst three weeks will appear as a “WP” 
(with drew passing) on the student’s report card and 
tran script and will not be calculated in the student’s GPA.

When the student is failing the course:
• A full-year course dropped by a student who is fail-
ing after the fi rst six weeks will appear as a “WF” 
(withdrew failing) on the student’s report card and 
transcript and will be calculated in the student’s 
GPA as a credit at tempt ed (1.0) with a grade of “F”.
• A semester course dropped by a student who is fail-
ing after the fi rst three weeks will appear as a “WF” 
(withdrew failing) on the student’s report card and 
transcript and will be calculated in the student’s GPA 
as a half-credit attempted (0.5) with a grade of “F”. 
     
Students are not permitted to drop a course 
during the last grading period of the course.

Withdrawal from Pre-IB, IB and Dual 
Enrollment Courses
 IB and Dual Enrolled courses are college-level 
cours es.  Con sis tent with college practices, with-
 draw als ap pear on the transcript as a WP (withdrew 
pass ing) or WF (with drew failing).  Students register-
ing for one of these cours es are required to stay in 
the course for at least 1 grad ing period.  If a student 
decides to drop such a course at the end of the fi rst 

grad ing period, there is no guarantee that the stu-
dent will be able to transfer to a new course.  Study 
hall might be the only option.  Keep this in mind when 
registering for IB, pre-IB or Dual En rolled courses.
 By registering for an advanced course, the stu-
dent and parent/guardian agree to abide by the Com-
 mit ment to Ad vanced Programs of Study (page 8).

Attention Athletes!
 
Student athletes are eligible for sports only if they 
passed 5 courses during the previous semester and 
are cur rent ly enrolled in 5 cours es.  Repeat classes 
do not count in this total.  If a student drops a class 
during a semester leaving fewer than 5 courses in his 
or her sched ule, the athlete im me di ate ly be comes in-
eligible to participate in a sport that se mes ter and the 
following semester.  First-time freshmen are el i gi ble fall 
semester re gard less of grades the previous se mes ter.  

Graduation Credits
 
 The graduation credits carried by a course are a 
function of the number of hours of instruction required 
by a course.  A 90-hour course will offer 0.5 grad u a-
 tion credit, a 180-hour course will offer 1.0 grad u a tion 
credit, and a 360- hour course will offer 2.0 credits.  

Denial of Credit
 Graduation credits are a function of the number of 
hours of in struc tion required by a course.  Accordingly, 
students with ex ces sive absences may be denied 
credit.  Standards of student attendance and conse-
quences for unsatisfactory at ten dance are a part of 
the Salem City School Board At ten dance Policy.

Standard Unit of Credit
 A Standard Unit of Credit in a course that does 
not have an end-of-course SOL test is earned by a 
student who suc cess ful ly com pletes a course with a 
grade of "D" or bet ter and maintains good attendance.  
 In courses having an end-of-course SOL test, a 
stu dent must also pass the SOL test or success-
fully com plete an ap proved remediation program 
in order to re ceive a Standard Unit of Credit.

Verifi ed Unit of Credit
 A Verifi ed Unit of Credit is earned by suc cess ful ly 
com pleting a course that has an end-of-course SOL 
test with a grade of "D" or better, passing the end-of-
course SOL test, and main taining good attendance. 
 Failure to pass an end-of-course SOL test will 
result in a grade of incomplete (“*I”) for the course.  
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To con vert the “*I” to a course grade, a student must 
suc cess ful ly com plete an ap proved remediation pro-
gram.  Fail ure to suc cess ful ly complete an approved 
remediation pro gram results in a grade of “F” for the 
course.  If a course is a prerequisite or a specifi c 
grad u a tion re quire ment, the course will have to be 
re peat ed.  For example, a student that completes 
English 11 in grade 11, fails the SOL test, and does 
not complete an approved remediation pro gram, will 
have to repeat English 11 before taking En glish 12. 

Graduation Credits in Middle School
 High school courses that may be taught at 
the middle school are the same as courses 
taught at the high school and carry the appropri-
ate high school credit and SOL re quire ments. 

Grades Dropped at the Middle School
 A course having the grade dropped at the middle 
school may not be used as a prerequisite for a course 
at the high school.  For example, if parents elect to have 
a grade for French 1 dropped from their child’s middle 
school tran script before entering high school, French 2 
could not be taken until French 1 had been repeated.

Student Promotion

A.  Promotion for grade clas si fi  ca tion pur pos es is based 
upon the total number of credits accumulated as follows: 
 Sophomore .........5 credits
 Junior ............... 11 credits
  Senior ...............17 credits

B.  Policy for Accepting Credit From Other Schools
 Transfer students from other schools will be eval-
 u at ed on an individual basis.  Placement ex am s may 
be re quired for transfers from nonaccredited schools.  
 Transfer students who take courses from Virginia 
West ern Com mu ni ty College will have those credits ac-
 cept ed at Sa lem High School only if the course has been 
pre-ap proved, qual i fi es as a 100 or 200 level course 
and if VWCC awarded credit.  For ex am ple, Algebra 2 
at VWCC is remedial and cred it is not award ed.  Like-
wise, credit would not be award ed at SHS.  This policy 
does not ap ply to dual-enrollment cours es at SHS.
 Credit earned from online academic programs 
must have prior approval from the principal.  Such 
courses will not be approved unless the class 
has at least 3 face-to-face meetings between 
the teacher and student or unless the course 
is part of the Virginia Virtual School offered 
through the Virginia Department of Education.

Graduation Requirements
 

The following graduation 
requirements apply to 
students who began 9th 
grade prior to 2010.  
Students who began 9th 
grade in 2010 (the class of 
2014) or later should refer 
to the requirements 
detailed on page 48 and 49.
Requirements for Graduation
 The requirements for a student to earn a diploma 
from a Virginia high school shall be those in effect 
when that stu dent enters the ninth grade for the fi rst 
time. Students may be awarded a di plo ma or cer-
 tifi   cate upon graduation from a Vir gin ia high school.

Requirements for a   
Stan dard Diploma

1. Students shall earn the standard units of credit  
    out lined in Table 1.
2. Students may submit an appeal to receive locally  

awarded verifi ed credit for the Standard Diploma  
in science and/or history and social science if  
they meet all four of the following criteria:

 a) The student passed the course.
 b) The student completes and returns the required 

form to request an appeal to the guidance offi ce.
 c) The student has taken the required end-of-

course SOL test at least two times.
 d) The student achieved a minimum score of 375 

on at least one of the attempts.

Please note:  Locally Awarded Verifi ed Credit may 
not be used for the Advanced Studies Di plo ma, 
and is not available for English or math e mat ics 
end-of-course SOL tests. 

Students who complete the requirements for a 
Stan dard Diploma with an average grade of “A” 
(3.5 gpa or higher) will receive a Board of Educa-
tion Seal on the diploma.
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Table 1: Credits Required for 
Graduation with a Stan dard Diploma

Discipline Area    Standard Units   Verifi ed Credits
                   Required  Re quired
English  4 2
Mathematics1  3 1
Laboratory Science2  3 1
History and Soc. Sciences3  3 1
Health and Phys. Ed.  2
Fine Arts or Practical Arts  1
Electives4  6
Student Selected Test5  1
Total 22 6

1Mathematics:
 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement 
shall be at or above the level of algebra and shall 
include at least two course selections from among:  
Algebra 1, Geometry, Al ge bra 2, or other math-
ematics courses above the level of al ge bra and ge-
 om e try. The Board may approve ad di tion al cours es 
to satisfy this requirement.  (Computer Math has 
been approved for meeting the Standard Di plo ma.)
2Science:
 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement 
shall in clude course selections from at least two 
different sci ence dis ci plines:  earth science, biol-
ogy, chemistry, or physics. The Board may ap prove 
additional courses to sat is fy this requirement.
3History & Social Science
 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement 
shall in clude U.S. & Virginia History, U.S. & Virginia 
Gov ern ment, and one world history/geography course. 
Cours es which sat is fy the world history/geography 
re quire ment are: (i) World Geography, (ii) Modern 
World History, (iii) Ancient World History or (iv) a 
semester course of World History Part 1 and a se-
mester course of World Ge og ra phy. The Board may 
approve additional cours es to satisfy this requirement.
4Electives:
 Courses to satisfy this requirement shall include at 
least two se quen tial electives as required by the Stan-
dards of Quality.  Se quen tial electives are a series 
of two related, one-credit courses in a content area.
5Student Selected Test
 A student must pass one or more SOL tests of 
their own choos ing.  As an alternative, a student 
may utilize ad di tion al tests for earning verifi ed credit 
in computer science, tech nol o gy, or other areas 
as prescribed by the Board in 8VAC 20-131-110.B
6For the Standard Diploma only, students who complete 
a career and technical education program sequence 
and pass an examination or occupational competency 
assessment in  a career and technical education fi eld 
that confers certifi cation or an occupational competency 
credential from a recognized industry, or trade or profes-

sional association or acquires a professional license in 
a career and technical education fi eld from the Com-
monwealth of Virginia may substitute the certifi cation, 
competency credential, or license for (i) the student 
selected verifi ed credit and (ii) either a science or history 
and social science verifi ed credit when the certifi cation, 
license, or credential confers more than one verifi ed 
credit.  The examination or occupational competency 
assessment must be approved by the Board of Educa-
tion as an additional test to verify student achievement.

Requirements for an         
Ad vanced Studies Diploma
 
 S tuden ts  sha l l  ea rn  the  s tandard  and 
ver i f ied uni ts of  cred i t  out l ined in Table 2.
 Students who complete the requirements for an Ad-
 vanced Stud ies Diploma with an average grade of “B” or 
better, and suc cess ful ly complete at least one In ter na -
tion al Baccalaureate (IB) or one college-level course for 
credit will receive the Gov er nor’s Seal on the diploma.

Table 2: Credits Required for 
Graduation with an Ad vanced Studies 
Diploma
Discipline Area    Standard Units   Verifi ed Credits
                   Required  Re quired
English 4 2
Mathematics1 4 2
Laboratory Science2 4 2
History and Soc. Sciences3 4 2
World Language4 3
Health and Phys. Ed. 2
Fine Arts or Practical Arts 1
Electives 2
Student Selected Test5  1
Total 24 9

1Mathematics:
 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement 
shall be at or above the level of algebra and shall 
include at least three different course selections from 
among: Algebra 1, Ge om e try, Algebra 2, or other 
mathematics courses above the lev el of Algebra 2. 
The Board may approve additional courses to satisfy 
this requirement.  (Computer Math does not meet the 
requirements for an Advanced Studies Diploma.)
2Science:
 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement 
shall in clude course selections from at least three 
different science disciplines from among: earth sci-
ences, biology, chemistry, or physics or completion 
of the sequence of science courses re quired for the 
In ter na tion al Bac ca lau re ate Diploma. The Board may 
approve additional courses to satisfy this re quire ment.
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3History & Social Science
 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall 
in clude U.S. & Virginia History and U.S. & Virginia Gov-
 ern ment.  Other requirements include two courses from: 
(i) World Geography; (ii) Modern World History; (iii) An-
cient World History (iv) a semester course of World Ge-
 og ra phy, a semester course of World History Part 1, and 
a yearlong course of World His to ry Part 2. The Board may 
approve additional courses to satisfy this re quire ment.
4World Language:
 Three years of one language or two years each of 
two languages.
5Student Selected Test
 A student must pass one or more SOL tests of 
their own choos ing.  As an alternative, a student 
may utilize ad di tion al tests for earning verifi ed credit 
in computer science, tech nol o gy, or other areas as 
prescribed by the Board in 8VAC 20-131-110.B.

Requirements for the          
Mod i fi ed Standard Diploma

1. The Modifi ed Standard Diploma program is in tend ed 
for certain students at the secondary level who have 
a dis abil i ty and who may not meet the credit re quire -
ments for a Standard Diploma. Eligibility and par tic i p-
a tion in the Modifi ed Stan dard Diploma pro gram shall 
be de ter mined by the student’s In di vid u al Ed u ca tion 
Pro gram (IEP) team and the student, where appropri-
ate, at any point after the student’s eighth grade year.

2. The school must secure the informed written consent of 
the parent/guardian and the student to choose this di-
 plo ma program after review of the student’s ac a dem ic 
his to ry and the full disclosure of the student’s options.

3. The student who has chosen to pursue a Mod-
 i fied Stan dard Diploma shall also be allowed 
to pursue the Stan dard or Advanced Studies 
Diploma at any time through out that student’s 
high school career. The student must not be 
excluded from courses and tests required to 
earn a Stan dard or Ad vanced Studies Diploma.

4. Students pur su ing the Modified Standard Di-
ploma shall pass lit er a cy and numeracy com-
petency as sess ments pre scribed by the Board.

5 . T h e  s t u d e n t  m u s t  m e e t  a n y  a d d i t i o n -
a l  c r i t e r i a  e s  t a b  l i s h e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d .   

Table 3: Credits Required for 
Graduation with a Mod i fi ed Standard 
Diploma

Discipline Area       Standard Units 
Required            
English 4
Mathematics1 3
Science2 2
History and Soc. Sciences3 2
Health and Phys. Ed. 2
Fine or Practical Arts 1
Electives4 6
Total 20
1Mathematics:
 Courses completed to satisfy this re quire ment 
shall in clude content from among applications of 
algebra, ge om e try, personal fi nance, and statistics 
in courses that have been ap proved by the Board.  
2Science:
 Courses completed shall include content from at least 
two of the following:  applications of earth science, biology, 
chem is try, or physics in courses approved by the Board.
3History & Social Science
 Courses completed to satisfy this re quire ment 
shall in clude one unit of credit in U. S. and Virginia 
History and one unit of credit in U. S. and Virginia 
Government in cours es approved by the Board.
4Electives:
 Courses to satisfy this requirement shall in-
clude at least two se quen tial electives in the 
same manner required for the Stan dard Di plo ma.

Certifi cate of Program Completion

 
 In accordance with the requirements of the 
Standards of Quality, students who complete pre-
scribed programs of stud ies defined by the local 
school board but do not qualify for di plo mas shall 
be awarded Certificates of Program Com ple tion.

Personal Finance Requirement
    
     In December 2005, the Salem School Board ap -
proved the creation of a one semester Per son al 
Finance graduation re quire ment. This require-
ment begins with the grad u at ing class of 2011 
(the 9th grade class of 2007-08).  For students 
entering SHS in 2007 and later, Personal Finance 
will be required for all students.  Stu dents en-
rolled at SHS prior to the 2007 Fall semester may 
choose to meet either the Com put er Literacy re-
quirement or the Personal Finance re quire ment. 
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Fine or Practical Art       
Graduation Requirement
 
 
 The following courses meet the Fine or Practical 
Art Re quire ment for graduation.  Students may com-
plete two se mes ter classes or one full-year course.

Semester Courses Full-year Courses
Art Foundations  IB Art
Advanced Drawing Accounting
Ceramics  Computer Information Systems
Intro to Arch.  Women’s Choir   
Vocal Ensemble  Photojournalism
Keyboarding  Drama     
Beg. or Adv. Painting IB Theater 
Education for Work 1 Newspaper Production
Graphic Arts Design Marketing
Computer Art Graphics IB Computer Science
Personal Investing Band
Personal Finance  Concert Choir
Business Law  Vocal Ensemble
Notehand  Chorale    
IB Music   IB Business & Management
Computer Solutions Education for Work 2
Desktop Publishing Technical Drawing 
Multimedia Presentations Engineering Drawing
Marching Band  Architectural Drawing
IB Theory of Knowledge  Auto Body
Computer Programming Early Childhood Education
Photography  Culinary Arts
Welding Exploratory Auto Service Technology
Intro to Automotive Welding
Exploring Foods  
Computer Applications 
Child Development 
  

Grade Point Average
 
 Grade Point Average (GPA) is a primary factor 
used by colleges, scholarship committees, and em-
 ploy ers in the selection of students for admission, 
schol ar ship awards, and employment. It is im per a tive 
that a student’s GPA accurately refl ects, to the great-
 est ex tent possible, the performance of the student.
 The number of graduation credits carried by a 
course is multiplied by a numerical grade equivalent. 
That product is added together with the product of 
every other course taken by the stu dent. The result is 
divided by the total number of credits attempted by the 
student. The re sult ing number is the student’s GPA.
 All courses taken at Salem High School are in -
clud ed in the calculation of GPA. Numerical grade 
equiv a lents are weight ed on the basis of the dif-
fi culty of courses. Gen er al ly, numerical equivalents 
are assigned on the four-point scale listed here:
  A = 4; B = 3; C = 2; D = 1; F = 0
 College level courses, described as core academic 
dual en roll ment or International Bac ca lau re ate courses, 

have a higher numerical equiv a lent than other high 
school cours es to refl ect their substantially greater dif fi  -
cul ty. In or der to pre pare students for the rigorous nature 
of the In ter na tion al Bac ca lau re ate, it is necessary to 
offer courses in the ninth and tenth grades which are 
also rigorous. These pre-IB courses are giv en a nu mer i -
cal equivalent in ter me di ate be tween the col lege level 
cours es and all other courses. The following nu mer i cal 
equiv a lents are used for college level and pre-IB cours es:
    
  IB Courses  Pre-IB Courses
        A = 5        A = 4.5 
        B = 4        B = 3.5 
        C = 3        C = 2.5 
        D = 1                  D = 1 
        F= 0                  F =  0
  
 Courses taught by the Roanoke Valley Gov er nor’s 
School for Science and Technology are also substantially 
more chal leng ing than standard courses. Students who 
choose to en roll in the Gov er nor’s School may request in 
advance that their courses be evaluated and assigned a 
numerical equiv a lent for grade point average calculation.

SHS Grading Scale

A 94-100
B 87-93
C 79-86
D 70-78
F 69 and below

How To Compute Grade Point Av er age
     A student’s grade point average is computed 
using the end-of-year grades.  IB cours es are com -
put ed on a 5 point scale.  Pre-IB courses are com -
put ed on a 4.5 point scale.  All other cours es are 
com put ed using a 4 point scale:  A=4, B=3, C=2, 
D=1, F=0.  Credits earned by trans fer stu dents from 
ac cred it ed schools are included in the com pu ta tion.
     Courses taken and passed may be re peat ed.  All 
grades remain on the stu dent’s transcript and all 
final grades are used for computing grade point 
average.  Cred it is award ed one time only, and we 
caution student ath letes that a repeat class does not 
count towards de ter min ing el i gi bil i ty for sports.
    The GPA weight for each course is list ed in the regis-
tration guide immediately after the num ber of cred its the 
course car ries, such as GPA: 4.0, GPA: 4.5, or GPA: 5.0.
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Class Rank
 
 Salem City Schools do not rank students within 
their class. For the pur pos es of fa cil i tat ing col-
lege ap pli ca tions, the av er age GPA of a class 
will be listed on transcripts issued to colleges.

Advanced                       
Programs of Study
     
 Salem High School offers a number of courses 
which pro vide more depth and cover more mate-
rial than their grade level coun ter parts. A signifi cant 
amount of work outside class is to be ex pect ed.  Stu-
dents may be re quired to ap ply for specifi c courses.

Com mit ment to Ad vanced 
Programs of Study

(IB, pre-IB, Dual Enrolled)  
 
     By registering for an advanced course, the 
stu dents and parent/guard ian un der stand and 
agree to the following:

1. The student must complete any summer read-
 ing or other summer re quire ments of the class.  
2. The student must not attempt to drop the class 
prior to the opening of the fall term because he/she 
has not com plet ed summer requirements.   
3. The   student must remain in class a minimum of 
6 weeks.
4.  If a student drops an advanced class after 
6 weeks there is no guar an tee that a re place -
ment class will be avail able.  Other classes will 
not be over load ed to ac com mo date the drop.
5.  The sequence of cours es in an IB program of 
study differs from the sequence in a less rigorous 
program.  An untimely exit from the program may 
impact the course se lec tions avail able to him/her.
6.  The student must realize that an advanced course 
requires com mit ment, and assigned work must be 
completed in a timely and ac cept able manner.
7 .   T h e  s t u d e n t  m u s t  s t r i v e  t o  m a i n -
t a i n  a n  e x  c e l  l e n t  a t  t e n  d a n c e  r e c o r d .
8.  The student must be a positive contributor to 
the class by being well prepared, by taking well 
or ga nized notes during class pre sen ta tions, and by 
being willing to share ideas in class dis cus sions.
9.  It will be very dif fi  cult to be successful in IB cours es 
and hold down a job. The Salem High School Staff does 
not recommend part-time em ploy ment for IB students.
10.  The student must abide by the school Ac-

 a dem ic Hon or Code. In addition, parents must 
agree to provide necessary sup port to the student 
in his/her efforts in the class(es), and to encour-
age him/her in meeting the above com mit ments.

International Baccalaureate
 
 
 The International Baccalaureate Program (IB) is 
rec og nized around the world as a symbol of academic 
in teg ri ty and in tel lec tu al prom ise in young adults.  The 
two-year course of study of fers highly mo ti vat ed stu dents 
and ac a dem i cal ly tal ent ed stu dents a com pre hen sive 
lib er al arts education that goes beyond the reg u lar high 
school cur ric u lum to chal lenge their in tel lec tu al, social 
and critical per spec tives of the world.  Stu dents learn to 
do re search, to analyze, and to dem on strate tol er ance 
for and a will ing ness to com mu ni cate with oth ers. 
 More than 1600 schools in 120 countries offer 
the In ter na tion al Bac ca lau re ate Program.  Salem 
High School has been a member of the Interna-
tional Bac ca lau re ate Or ga ni za tion since 1990.             
 Students may elect to earn cer tifi   cates, or they may 
pur sue the IB Diploma which requires satisfactory com-
 ple tion of six subjects, with three or four at the high er 
level and oth ers at the standard level.  All diploma 
can di dates also must sub mit an extended essay in 
one of their sub ject ar eas and com plete a course in 
the theory of knowl edge.  To round out their education, 
students actively par tic i pate in ap proved ex tra cur ric u lar 
activities and ser vice projects. Ex ter nal ex am i na tions 
occur in May of each year. Col leg es may use ex-
 am i na tion scores to de ter mine place ment or credit.
 IB credits are recognized and accepted for col-
lege cred it or place ment at hundreds of uni ver -
si ties in clud ing UVA, Vir gin ia Tech, JMU, William 
and Mary and many others.  Acceptance pol i cies 
from colleges is on the IB website, www.ibo.org.
 Students who register for IB and Pre-IB courses 
are ex pect ed to make the necessary com mit ment 
to be suc cess ful in a rig or ous program of study.
 By registering for an advanced course, the 
student and parent/guardian agree to abide by 
the Com mit ment to Ad vanced Programs of Study.

The Gov er nor's School for          
Sci ence and Tech nol o gy
 
 The Governor’s School is a regional center for the 
study of ad vanced courses in science, math e mat ics, 
computer ap pli ca tions, and tech nol o gy. Students 
who apply for ad mis sion are se lect ed com pet i tive ly.  
Students should be ac a dem i cal ly prepared and 
motivated to want to learn ad vanced sci ence and 
math.  Par tic i pat ing school divisions are Roanoke 
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City, Roanoke County, Franklin County, Sa lem City, 
Botetourt County, Bedford County and Craig County.  
 Students must have suc cess ful ly completed Algebra 
1 and Ge om e try prior to en roll ment.  The ap pli ca tion 
period is Jan u ary through mid-March.  Parents, ac com -
pa nied by the stu dent, may receive an ap pli ca tion at any 
of the sched uled val ley-wide in for ma tion al meet ings.  
 The Salem School Division does not pro vide 
trans por ta tion to the Gov er nor’s School.  Nonresident 
students should apply through the school in their at-
 ten dance area.  Students who elect to complete course 
work at the Roanoke Valley Gov er nor’s School may 
have to make alternate course se lec tions at their home 
school due to sched ule constraints and may lose a 
class period that could include an elec tive due to the 
time spent traveling to/from the Governor’s School.

Dual En roll ment at SHS & VWCC

 
 

 Salem High School has a rigorous course of 
study which in cludes sev er al col lege lev el courses.  
In rec og ni tion of this, Vir gin ia West ern Com mu ni ty 
Col lege has agreed to give col lege cred it for a num-
 ber of cours es be ing taught at Sa lem High School.  
 Students enroll for two semesters of col lege in-
 struc tion in most class es and re ceive three or four col-
 lege cred its each se mes ter for cours es suc cess ful ly 
com plet ed.  How ev er, some year long class es are dual-
en rolled for only one se mes ter. Cours es are taught at 
Sa lem High School by col lege-ac cred it ed high school 
staff.  Books for the cours es are pro vid ed at no charge 
to the student.  Students who drop a dual enrolled 
course at SHS must also do so through the IB offi ce.
   Dual Enrollment is optional.  Students who de sire 
to re ceive col lege cred it must reg is ter and pay tu ition 
as a Vir gin ia West ern stu dent.  Reg is tra tion oc curs 
twice a year with fall se mes ter (Au gust) and spring 
se mes ter (Jan u ary). Stu dents reg is ter and pay for 
class es at Sa lem High School through the IB offi ce.  
   Virginia Western Community College tu-
it ion is de ter mined by the number of credit-
hours a stu dent elects to dual enroll and is 

subject to change.  Scholarships are available.
   VWCC cred its can be trans ferred to many col-
 leg es and uni ver si ties, de pen dent upon ad mis sion 
practices.  Students and parents are encouraged to 
contact the admissions offi ce at universities of in ter est 
to the student and inquire about credit transfer policies.

Career & Technical Prep a ra tion

Tech Prep/Career Pathways
 Tech Prep/Career Pathways is a se quence of 
study beginning in high school and con tinu ing through 
at least two years of post-secondary ed u ca tion. 
     The program pre pares students for direct entry 
into the work place after high school and for ad vanced 
study lead ing to a college degree.  Tech Prep/Career 
Pathways is a com bi na tion of ac a dem ic and tech ni cal 
cours es pro vid ing knowl edge and skills need ed for 
suc cess in mod ern business and in dus try.  It re quires 
a high level of ac a dem ic and tech ni cal prep a ra tion and 
readi ness for advanced study beyond high school.
      Opportunities to de vel op lead er ship, social, civic, 
and oc cu pa tion al skills exist through the Tech nol o gy 
Student As so ci a tion (TSA), Future Busi ness Leaders 
of America (FBLA), Future Career and Community 
Leaders of America (FCCLA), Skills USA, and DECA.
 Career and Technical Education can help the 
student:
*Know and appreciate the importance of technology.
*Apply tools, materials, processes, and technical       
       concepts safely and effi ciently.
*Uncover and develop individual talents.
*Apply problem solving techniques.
*Apply other school subjects.
*Apply creative abilities.
*Deal with forces that infl uence the future.
*Adjust to changing environment.
*Become a wiser consumer.
*Make informed career choices.

Areas of Career/Technical Fo cus
Auto Body Repair

Auto Service Technology
Business/Offi ce Administration & Mar ket ing

Computer-Aided Drafting
Early Childhood Education

Culinary Arts
Welding

     The Virginia Department of Education and the City of 
Sa lem School Division defi ne a program completer as 

Dual Enrollment 
Courses 

Salem High School cours es that offer 
Dual Enrollment (College) Credit with Virginia 
Western Com mu ni ty College have a “VWCC”

 in the course description head ing.

Please Note: Avail abil i ty of Dual Enrollment 
Credit is subject to change based on: student 
requests, availability of qualifi ed staff, and bud-
 get ary con sid er ations.
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a stu dent who successfully fulfi lls all minimum re quire -
ments of an ap proved career and technical education 
program.  An ap proved career and technical education 
program con sists of a sequence of courses or learn-
ing experiences designed to de vel op com pe ten cies re-
quired for specifi c career fi elds or con tinu ing ed u ca tion.

Governor's Career and   
Technical Academy
    
 
 The regional center for the study of engineering, 
advanced mechatronics, culinary arts, and air condi-
tioning and refrigeration is a career pathway focused 
half-day program designed for eleventh and twelfth 
grade students from Craig County, Botetourt County, 
Franklin County, Roanoke County, Roanoke City, 
and the City of Salem, who have creative, capable 
minds and a strong interest in applied academics. 
    The Academy will make every effort to stress 
critical skills and behaviors identified as being 
the most important skills and behaviors for suc-
cess for workers in modern business integrat-
ing core academic, workplace readiness skills, 
and enhanced computer literacy into all curricula.  
    Students will be awarded 1 weighted credit for 
each semester of full time attendance at the acad-
emy.  Full time attendance is defi ned as 8:30AM-10-
:45AM Monday through Friday.  Transportation to 
and from the academy will be the responsibility of the 
parent/guardian.  For more info see page 33.

Arnold R. Burton Technical 
Center
 
 SHS students may attend a 1/2-day pro gram at  A. 
R. Burton Technical Center under a co op er a tive agree-
 ment between Salem and Roanoke County.  This al-
lows students increased op por tu ni ties for learn ing on 
a space-available basis.  Programs are selective and 
by application.  Students should notify the coun se lor of 
their in ter est during registration.  Ap pli ca tion materials 
will be sent to stu dents.  Students will be notifi ed of 
acceptance by June 1.  

Programs at Burton Vocational/Technical School
Floral Design/Green house Production, Landscaping/
Nursery Management, Cosmetology, Electronics, 
Masonry, Power Mechanics, Building Trades, Com-
puter Information Technology, Electricity, Graphic 
and Advertising Design, Medical & Health Sciences

Student Fees

     In some elective courses it may be necessary 
to charge a fee for materials that are consumed or 
retained by the students, or for specifi c supplies in 
excess of what is required for students to complete 
class assignments.  However, fees of this nature 
should never prevent or discourage students from 
registering for a course.  Financial assistance is 
available for students who qualify.  For additional in-
formation regarding fi nancial assistance please see 
Mr. Habeeb, the Assistant Principal for Instruction.

SHS Guidance De part ment

During school hours call: 387-2437
Students Last Names (A—D):
Steve Kitchen—email: skitchen@salem.k12.va.us
24 hr./day confi dential voice mail: (800) 832-1464

Students Last Names (E-I): 
Buddy Ward—email: bward@salem.k12.va.us
24 hr./day confi dential voice mail: (800) 832-1602

Students Last Names (J-P):
Regina Meredith—email: rmeredith@salem.k12.va.us
24 hr./day confi dential voice mail: (800) 832-1622

Students Last Names (Q-Z):
Kelly Dalaski—email: kdalaski@salem.k12.va.us
24 hr./day confi dential voice mail: (800) 832-1470

Guidance Secretary  
Tammy Chitwood—email: tchitwood@salem.k12.va.us
24 hr./day confi dential voice mail: (800) 832-1607
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The City of Salem Schools does not 
unlawfully dis crim i nate on the basis of 

race, color, national origin, disability, gen-
der or age in em ploy ment or in its ed u ca -

tion al programs and ac tiv i ties.

Advanced Stud ies 
Diploma Re quirements

4 credits of English
4 credits of science

4 credits of history/social science
4 credits of math

3 or 2 + 2 of world language
2 health and 2 PE courses

Personal Finance/Economics
Students must also earn 9 Ver i fi ed Cred its—two each 

in En glish, math, sci ence, and his to ry/so cial sci ence and 
one stu dent-se lect ed test.

Career In for ma tion
Virginia View Hotline

1-800-542-5870
World Wide Web Address:
http://www.vaview.vt.edu

http://www.kuder.org

Todd Gleeson
Henry Tien
Kevin Dalal
Matt Hattfi eld
Tim Moser
Brent Sower
Tim Herby
Jay Kirby
Asif Kahn
Scott Ashcraft
Eric McMillan
Megan Pow ers
Eric Phelps
Robert Seagle
Trent Edwards
Zach Hurst
Amy Moore
Molly Holtman
Keith Bishop
Jessica Pitts
Gerald DeMasters
Marilyn Huang
Eric Millard
Joy Appel
Patrick Bell
Grant Hines
Autumn Ford
Daniel Reese
Corynne McCluskey
Darrah Whitt
Tram Ho

David Clark
Everett Kier
Andrea Ogier 
Jennifer Rudolph
Amy Hemberger
Aaron Post
Tyler Overstreet
Ed Hrinya
Beth Kavitz
Leonee Derr
Zane Hurst
Runal Mehta
Tiffany Kidd
Bryan Thorne
Justin Farmer
Brooke Ashcraft
Aaron Dalton
Sarah Garrison 
Duc Ho
David Jones
Craig Kemper
Moriah Moore
Cline Reasor
Gaea Rich
Erin Fagg
Meghan Hochkeppel
Sara Page
Andrew Dalton
Andrew Guidry
Abby Keene-Babcock
Sarah Koss

Alison Hemberger
Cassie Houff
Carly Humphrey
Emmalee Morris
Adam Reinhard
Michelle Thorne
Jessica Thurston
Matt Turbyfi ll
Brianna White-Gaynor
Kelly Yeatts
Ellen Bowen
Nic Byrd
Jennifer Chang
Chris Dadak
Michael Detweiler
Paul Eller
Derek Fagg
Ashley Heavner
Anne Hughes
Jessy Hylton
Amy McLaren
Conley Owens
Andrew Page
Alison Penney
Lauren Sexton
Catherine Abbot
Alison Byrd
Kelly Carter
Tory Hanabury
Caroline Lindsey
Amrita Raja

Britnee Shupe
Kim Von Ache  n
Ashley Whisnant
Austin Bond
Chris Dorsey
Tony Nelson
Stephanie Shupe
Ursula Dilley
Aquisi Harris
Taylor Harveycutter
Michael Hochkeppel
Molly King
Laura Koss
David Lindsey
Dhvani Patel
Gaurav Raja
Barret Sowers
Liz Arthur
Kaitlyn Bixel
Lucas Hakkenberg
Vishwas Jhaveri
Matt Lipscomb
Leanna Minnix
Cristina Page
Nitya Reddy
Amy Sailer
David Chang
Ruthie Edwards
Harrison Freund
Joel Smith
Danielle Stump

Since 1993, 124 Salem High School students have earned the prestigious 
International Bac ca lau re ate Di plo ma.  Over 900 students have earned 
International Bac ca lau re ate Certifi cates in in di vid u al courses.
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     Salem High School en cour ag es its stu dents 
to choose challenging courses.  Stud ies have 
shown that one of the best in di ca tors of future 
ac a dem ic suc cess is the rig or of classes tak en 
in high school.  
     We also have found that prior ac a dem ic suc -
cess is a helpful predictor of how a stu dent will 
do in a course.  There fore, courses in this Reg is -
tra tion Guide have their own rec om men da tions 
as to what grade a stu dent should have earned 
in a pre vi ous course before tak ing a new course.  
     We strongly encourage stu dents and par ents 
to take these recommendations into con sid er -
ation when making course re quests.  Fur ther -
more, we encourage all students to speak with 
their current teach ers and their school counsel-
or for ad vice on what classes to take next year. 

Art

Art Foundations (9120)
Prerequisite:   None
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

Art Foun da tions is a one-semester studio course de-
 signed to introduce stu dents to various tech niques and 
media used in both two- and three-di men sion al design.  Stu-
 dents will study and work in such ar eas as draw ing, paint ing, 
sculp ture, printmaking, com mer cial art, and art ap pre ci a tion 
with em pha sis on the el e ments of art and the prin ci ples 
of de sign. Stu dents are re spon si ble for some art sup plies.

Advanced Drawing (9140)
Prerequisite:   Art Foundations
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

Advanced Drawing is a one-semester studio-ori ent ed 
course de signed to provide students an op por tu ni ty to ex-
 pand on ex pe ri enc es and pro cess es pre vi ous ly learned in 
Art Foun da tions.  Stu dents are en cour aged to develop in de -
pen dent think ing, self-con fi  dence, self-ex pres sion, and per-
 cep tu al aware ness in solving ac cel er at ed stu dio prob lems.  
Ar eas of study in clude com po si tion, sketch ing and shad-
ing tech niques, per spec tive, fi gure draw ing and por traits.

Ceramics 1 (9175)
Prerequisite:  None
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

Ceramics 1 is a one-semester course de signed to in tro -
duce students to var i ous methods and ma te ri als used in  Ce -
ram ics.  Stu dents will have the op por tu ni ty to create pot tery 
through both hand build ing and wheel throw ing and to mix 
clay and ceramic glaz es.  Stu dents will make items such as 
fl ower vases, wall plaques, mugs, pitch ers, wind chimes and 
lan terns.  Students will be asked to pay a $10 materials fee.

Ceramics 2 (9176)
Prerequisite:  Ceramics 1 
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

This ceramics class is a one-semester course de signed for 
stu dents who want to further their ex pe ri enc es in pot tery and 
ceramics.  Students will be asked to pay a $10 materials fee.

Ceramics Aesthetics (9162)
Prerequisite:  Ceramics 2; Instructor Permission
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

This class is a one-semester course for stu dents who 
have had Ce ram ics 1 and Ce ram ics 2 and who want 
to con tin ue to ex press them selves through this me-
 di um.  In-depth work in wheel throwing, hand-build ing 
tech niques and clay and glaze mix ing will be stressed.  
Students will be asked to pay a $10 materials fee.

Beginning Painting (9130)
Prerequisite:  Art Foundations
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

Beginning Painting is a one-semester course de signed 
to in tro duce stu dents to var ied painting tech niques and 
me dia.  Stu dents will be in tro duced to basic color the o ry 
and will have op por tu ni ties to work in wa ter col or and 
oil paint ing.  Stu dents will be asked to furnish certain 
basic sup plies.  The estimated cost of ma te ri als is $15.

Advanced Painting (9145)
Prerequisite:  Beginning Painting
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

Advanced Paint ing is a one-semester course 
pre sent ing stu dents with the op por tu ni ty to further 
ex press them selves through painting.  Students 
will work with wa ter col or and oil paints while study-
ing and ex per i ment ing with various paint ing styles.

Graphic Arts Design (9153)
Prerequisite:  Art Foundations
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0  VWCC

This semester course is an in tro duc to ry ex plo ra tion of 
computer graphics as a tech nol o gy and a cre ative medium. 
Through industry-standard soft ware, such as Photoshop 
and Il lus tra tor, stu dents learn the fun da men tals of work ing 
with vec tor and raster ed it ing software. Stu dents will de sign 
their own im ag es and art work, em pha siz ing com po si tion, 
with the el e ments and prin ci ples of de sign. They will learn 
about pro duc tion workfl ow, special effects, scan ning and 
out put. Ty pog ra phy design will also be in clud ed. The el e -
ments of art and principles will be stressed. Stu dents will 
work with computers, scanners, and dig i tal cameras, to 
develop their art work. A cre ative portfolio will be required. 

Computer Art Graphics (9180)
Prerequisite:  Art Foundations
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0  VWCC
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This course ex plores the pos si bil i ties of the computer as 
a medium to cre ate images and il lus tra tion through the use 
of popular software. Concepts and sketches are de vel oped 
tech ni cal ly, and the com put er is applied as a tool to produce 
fi n ished pieces. Per son al approach and style are em pha sized. 
Students will be exposed to one of the in dus try’s most pow er ful 
tools, Adobe Illustrator. Students will create vector graph ics; 
assign colors and other visual prop er ties; trans form objects 
by lay er ing, rotating, resizing, grouping and skewing. They 
will explore the pal ettes; colors, strokes, layers and gradients. 

IB Art 1: Standard Level (9147)
Prerequisite:  Adv. Drawing; Grade 11 or 12; In struc tor 

Per mis sion
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0

IB Art 1 is the fi rst class for students who plan to test in 
IB Art at the higher level.  Exact course re quire ments will 
de pend on whether the student is taking the course on the 
stan dard level or higher level.  IB diploma candidates may 
test in IB Art at the standard level as their sixth subject op-
 tion.  Stu dio work will represent a major part of the course of 
study.  A research workbook (higher level) will com prise the 
re main der of study.  Areas of study may in clude design, draw-
 ing, printmaking, commercial design, painting, aes thet ics and 
art history.  Students will be asked to pay a $20 ma te ri als fee.

IB Art 2: Higher Level (9149)
Prerequisite:  IB Art 1:  Standard Level
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0

IB Art 2 is the second course in the IB Art se quence and in 
course design is very similar to IB Art 1.  Areas of study may 
include aes thet ics, design drawing, art history, paint ing and 
sculpture. Students will be asked to pay a $20 ma te ri als fee.  Stu-
dents will have the opportunity to test for IB HL in the Visual Arts.

Business Ed u ca tion
     

     The Business Department welcomes students who are 
interested in business careers. The fi ne or prac ti cal art re-
 quire ment for grad u a tion can be sat is fi ed by a one-cred it 
class, two se mes ter class es, or a one-se mes ter class com-
 bined with an oth er fi ne or prac ti cal art class.  The as ter isk 
(*) below in di cates a class that pro vides an op por tu ni ty to 
par tic i pate in COE (see p. 14).  Busi ness Ed u ca tion stu dents 
are en cour aged to join the Sa lem Busi ness Club (FBLA).  
  
Keyboarding (6151)
Prerequisite:  None
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

Keyboarding is a se mes ter course in which stu dents 
learn to type by the touch system.  Basic com put er and 
word pro cess ing skills are em pha sized through the pro duc -
tion of let ters, reports using the MLA format, and tables.  
This is a valu able course for college-bound stu dents 
as well as a re quire ment for all busi ness completers. 

Personal Finance (6121)
Prerequisite:  None
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

Personal Finance  is a se mes ter course de signed to 
fa mil iar ize students with basic con sum er skills that will 
help them sur vive “life af ter grad u a tion” wheth er in post-
sec ond ary ed u ca tion or the workforce. Topics include:  
Per son al Budgeting, Employment, Savings Options, 
Credit Card Responsibilities, Managing Debt, Shopping 
Skills, State and Federal Taxes and Consumer Rights 
and Re spon si bil i ties.  This is the only course that satis-
fies the Per son al Fi nance Graduation Requirement.

Business Economics (6144)
Prerequisite:  None
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

This course is a one-semester introduction to micro 
and macroeconomics with an emphasis on the indi-
vidual student's role in our economic system.  It includes 
a study of the management of financial affairs with an 
emphasis on the role of the stock market, personal and 
financial management.  This is the only course that 
satisfies the Economics Graduation Requirement.

Personal Investing (9072)
Prerequisite:  Personal Finance
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

 This is a semester course designed to build on skills 
learned in Personal Finance.  Students will explore various 
methods of investing and the risks that can be involved.  
This class teaches students responsible ways to use credit 
and encourages students to be responsible consumers and 
investors.  Students will be introduced to the various career 
opportunities available in the fi nancial and securities mar-
kets.  The impact of U.S. and global stocks on investment 
funds will be studied.  

Computer Solutions (6609)
Prerequisite:  None
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

Computer Solutions is a semester course for students 
which train s them to use Microsoft Of fi ce in te grat ed soft-
ware. Stu dents will develop skills by pro duc ing  letters, 
re ports, mem os, tables, merged documents, news let ters 
and bro chures. Stu dents will also be come skilled in spread-
 sheets, graphs, data-bases, and pre sen ta tion soft ware. 

*Computer Information 
Systems (CIS) (6612)
Prerequisite:  Grade 11 or 12
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 

Computer Information Sys tems is a yearlong course de -
signed to train students in advanced  Microsoft Offi ce busi ness 
applications. Students will complete ap pli ca tions using Micro-
soft Excel, Access, Word, and PowerPoint and the in te gra tion 
of this software using various business projects. Students 
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also will be pre pared for skills need ed in col lege and/or jobs.  
Stu dents will also pre pare for MOUS (Microsoft Offi ce User 
Spe cial ist) In dus try Cer ti fi  ca tion re lat ed to this course.  With 
teach er ap prov al stu dents may be el i gi ble to par tic i pate in the 
work-study pro gram, Co op er a tive Offi ce Ed u ca tion (COE). 

*Accounting (6320)
Prerequisite:  Grade 11 or 12 (rec om mend ed)
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0

Accounting is a yearlong course de signed to help stu dents 
develop an un der stand ing of basic ac count ing prin ci ples.  
Top ics to be stud ied in clude open ing en tries, bal ance sheets, 
in come statements, worksheets, ad just ing and clos ing en tries, 
pay roll, and spe cial jour nals.  Students planning to major 
in business in college or to work in business will benefi t 
from this course.  Stu dents will use com put ers to solve ac -
count ing prob lems.  With teach er ap prov al, stu dents may 
be el i gi ble to par tic i pate in Co op er a tive Of fi ce Education.

Attention Co-op Students
Students requesting Co-op classes will not 
be released early from school until they ac-
tually have a job.  Until that point, students 
will stay in school for the full day and will 

be placed in a study hall.

*Cooperative Offi ce Education (COE) 
(6799)
Prerequisite:  Grade 11 or 12; Must have em ploy ment in a 

related fi eld
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 4.0

This course is avail able to stu dents who enroll in Of fi ce Sys-
 tems, Ac count ing, Ac count ing Com put er Systems, Com put er 
In for ma tion Sys tems, and Advanced Com put er In for ma tion 
Systems.  Co op er a tive Of fi ce Ed u ca tion is the su per vised, on-
the-job in struc tion phase of an oc cu pa tion al prep a ra tion pro-
 gram.  Stu dents com bine class room in struc tion with a min i mum 
of 396 hours of con tin u ous, su per vised, on-the-job train ing dur-
 ing the school year.  They re ceive one cred it for the busi ness 
class and an oth er credit for Co op er a tive Of fi ce Education.

Notehand (6241)
Prerequisite:  None
Credit: 0.5 GPA: 4.0

Notehand is a semester course de signed to teach a 
quick, easy-to-use sys tem of al pha bet ic speed writ ing while 
tak ing dic ta tion, writ ing notes, etc.  This course will be ben-
 e fi  cial for the college-bound stu dent as well as the busi ness 
stu dent.  Notehand is a rapid, easy-to-learn writing tool. 

Business Law (6131)
Prerequisite:  None
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

Business Law is a se mes ter course de signed to help stu-
 dents de vel op an aware ness of the in di vid u al’s le gal rights 

and re spon si bil i ties in our so ci ety.  Emphasis is placed on 
studying legal issues from a business perspective. Topics 
stud ied include:  the legal system, civil law, crim i nal law, busi-
 ness ethics, con tracts, agency law, commerical and con sum er 
law, and employee/em ploy er rights and re spon si bil i ties.  
Stu dents vis it area courts to ob serve the ju di cial pro cess.

Desktop Publishing (DTP) (6632)
Prerequisite:  None
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

This se mes ter course in tro duc es the basics of desk top pub-
 lish ing us ing Adobe InDesign.  Ter mi nol o gy,  page lay out and 
de sign will be ad dressed.  Fonts, clip art, and graph ic ideas 
will be stud ied and used.  Dig i tal pho tog ra phy and scan ning 
will be ad dressed and in cor po rat ed into course work. Stu dents 
will pro duce news let ters, pro grams, bro chures, an nounce -
ments, fl y ers, etc.  Pre sen ta tion port fo li os will be de vel oped.

Multimedia Presentations (6633)
Prerequisite:  None
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0  

This semester course builds on skills ac quired in desk-
 top pub lish ing to cre ate a va ri ety of busi ness pub li ca tions 
in clud ing web pages.  Stu dents will work with com put ers, 
scan ners, dig i tal cameras to develop mul ti me dia pre sen -
ta tions.  Stu dents cre ate, store and edit in ex port able 
for mat, doc u ments and graph ics for use in de sign ing 
pre sen ta tions. Using Macromedia MX stu dents will cre-
 ate original art work, animated graphics, and web de signs. 

Students will learn to select the most ap pro pri ate type of 
pre sen ta tion based upon pur pose, au di ence, life, costs and 
time con straints.   Stu dents will ex plore legal and eth i cal 
as pects of copy right and patent laws per tain ing to scans.  

Photojournalism: Yearbook (1215)
Prerequisite:  By application
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0

The yearbook staff pro duc es the school’s award-win-
ning year book, The Laconian, us ing Adobe InDesign and 
Photoshop.  Stu dents gain ex pe ri ence in lay out and de sign, 
jinterviewing, writing, photography, small-business, and sales, 
while also learning to be committed to a team.  The staff 
meets during a sched uled class time, but after-school hours 
are often necessary in order to meet deadlines.  Stu dents 
are also required to sell ads and attend workshops in the 
summer.  The staff is selected by an application process.  
Applications are available from the adviser in the spring.  

IB Business and Management (8137IB)
Prerequisite: A strong academic background is highly rec-

ommended due to the advanced nature of this course.
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0

IB Business and Man age ment is designed to give stu -
dents an un der stand ing of business prin ci ples, prac tic es, 
and skills.  Em pha sis is placed on un der stand ing tech ni cal 
innovation and day-to-day busi ness functions of mar ket ing, 
human re source man age ment, and fi nance.  A fun da men tal 
fea ture of the pro gram is the con cept of syn er gy, a concept 
that means an or ga ni za tion should seek an over all return 
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greater than the sum of its parts.  Applied to the Business 
and Man age ment pro gram, it re quires in te grat ing and link -
ing the various modules to give students a ho lis tic overview.  
Using an online brokerage account, the students will de-
velop an understanding of the securities exchange markets.

English
     The English Department offers courses to meet 
the needs of students at all academic lev els.  All stu-
 dents need a minimum of four (4) English cred its in 
grades 9-12.  All stu dents must take re quired SOL tests.

English 9 (1130)
Prerequisite:  English 8
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

In English 9, stu dents study the fi ve En glish strands—
oral lan guage, grammar, reading/lit er a ture, writ ing, and 
re search.  Lan guage study em pha siz es oral skills.  In lit-
 er a ture, stu dents study a va ri ety of lit er ary types. Through-
 out the course, stu dents in cor po rate different kinds of 
writing into class room ac tiv i ties.  Stu dents also learn and 
prac tice li brary and re search skills and par tic i pate in lis-
 ten ing and speak ing activities and basic computer skills.

English 9:  Pre-IB (1130IB)
Prerequisite:  Grade 9; A grade of "A" in English 8 is strong-

ly recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.5 NCAA

This course is de signed for stu dents who have mas tered 
the basics in me chan i cal skills and have ad vanced in writ ing 
to de vel op ing a thesis. Students should be com pe tent, in de -
pen dent readers. The ma jor con cepts of this course will in-
 clude, but not be lim it ed to, in struc tion in the back grounds and 
crit i cal anal y ses of major lit er ary works rep re sent ing var i ous 
genres, with emphasis on Amer i can lit er a ture.  Com po si tion 
fo cus es upon using the writ ing pro cess to develop themes and 
in cludes ap pli ca tion of re search skills.   Vo cab u lary study will 
fo cus on prep a ra tion for Col lege En trance Ex am i na tion.   Sum-
mer reading is re quired and is as signed by the instructor.

English 10 (1140)
Prerequisite:  English 9
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA 

English 10 integrates the study of language with the study of 
lit er a ture and writ ing.  The SAT vo cab u lary pro gram and other 
re sourc es are used to in crease vo cab u lary mas tery.  In lit er a-
 ture, em pha sis is placed on works from a variety of eras and 
cul tures.  Stu dents fol low the writ ing pro cess as they prac tice 
both tra di tion al and tech ni cal writ ing, in clud ing a re search paper.

English 10:  Pre-IB (1140IB)
Prerequisite: English 9 or English 9: Pre-IB; A grade of “B” 

or better in English 9: Pre-IB or an “A” in English 9 are 
strong ly rec om mend ed

Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.5 NCAA 

This course is de signed for students who excel in En g-
lish and who de sire to study at an ad vanced lev el. The 
major con tent will in clude, but not be lim it ed to, in struc tion 
in genres and uni ver sal themes found in the lit er a ture of 
En gland.  Ad vanced skills in lit er ary analysis will be ap-
 plied in com po si tion and dis cus sion.  Vo cab u lary study will 
fo cus on prep a ra tion for col lege en trance ex am i na tions.  
Lan guage study will em pha size tra di tion al ter mi nol o gy for 
clear com mu ni ca tion be tween teach er and stu dent in ref-
 er ence to com po si tion.  Major projects will in clude re search 
on a lit er ary topic lead ing to a the sis pa per.  Summer 
reading is re quired and is assigned by the instructor.

English 11:  Career Communications 
(1150) SOL COURSE
Prerequisite:  English 10
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA 

The curriculum includes the following:  American lit er a ture, 
formal composition in expository and persuasive es says, 
workplace skills and written and verbal com mu ni ca tion.  The 
course emphasizes the study of signifi cant works from the 
classical periods to the contemporary American lit er a ture.  
Through writing and reading students learn to elim i nate errors 
within composition ranging from business letters to formal re-
search papers.  Students also explore the ca reer pos si bil i ties 
related to the stu dents’ in ter ests and abilities while they learn 
practical skills to advance their position in the job market.

 Career Communications 11 prepares the students who plan 
to enter the workforce  af ter graduation, to attend a two-year 
col lege or tech ni cal school, or to enroll in a four-year col lege. 

English 11:  College Preparatory 
(1151) SOL COURSE
Prerequisite:  English 10; Recommended for stu dents who 

earned a “C” or better in English 10
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA 

This course aims to de vel op in college-bound stu dents 
the read ing and writing skills necessary for successful per-
 for mance at the college lev el.  In struc tion meth ods in clude 
dis cus sions, lec tures, models, group work, and audiovisual 
pre sen ta tions.  The course emphasizes the study of sig nifi   cant 
works of American literature - both classic and con tem po rary, 
the elimination of com mon errors in formal com po si tion, the 
writing of expository essays, and the preparation of the re-
search paper.  Vo cab u lary study will focus on prep a ra tion 
for college entrance examinations.  Students en rolled in 
English 11 CP will NOT be able to switch to English 11 CC.
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IB English 1 (1150IB) SOL COURSE
Prerequisite: English 10: Pre-IB or English 11 Col lege 

Preparatory; A grade of “A” in either is strong ly rec om -
mend ed

Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0 NCAA VWCC

IB English 1 focuses on selections from American, British, 
and World lit er a ture, building on concepts and skills taught 
in Pre-IB English 9 and 10.  Particular emphasis is placed 
on de vel op ment and enhancement of or ga ni za tion al skills, 
analytical abilities, an appreciation for an author’s tech nique 
and purpose in writing and linguistic accuracy and effective-
ness in both written and oral communication. Stu dents study 
a variety of poetry and prose selections, including examples 
of nonfi ction ex pos i to ry writing and should already have ad-
vanced com po si tion skills and knowledge of literary periods, 
terms, and genres before en ter ing IB English 1.  IB texts are 
chosen from a list provided by the IB Organization.  Many of 
the texts deal with contemporary themes and are chosen to 
complement one another for comparative analysis.  A list of 
each year's texts is available from the SHS IB offi ce.  Sum-
mer reading is required and is assigned by the instructor. 

English 12: Ca reer Com mu ni ca tions 
(1160)
Prerequisite:  English 11
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA 

This course integrates academic, vocational, and work-
 place skills.  English 12: Career Communications is de signed 
to help stu dents develop and re in force com mu ni ca tion skills 
as well as problem-solving strat e gies, es pe cial ly in the fol-
 low ing ar eas: Business/Marketing, Fam i ly and Consumer 
Sciences, and Ca reer and Tech ni cal Ed u ca tion.  The areas 
of in struc tion include works from Brit ish lit er a ture, grammar 
and com po si tion skills ap pro pri ate to the busi ness world and 
ac a dem ics, and com mu ni ca tion skills.  Ca reer Com mu ni c-
a tions pre pares stu dents for life af ter grad u a tion by teach ing 
the skills necessary to suc ceed in the workforce, a two-year 
col lege or technical school, or a four-year college.  Students 
develop a portfolio thought the 11th and 12th grade Career 
Communications courses.  The portfolio will be presented 
and evaluated during an interview prior to graduation.  The 
presentation and  development of the portfolio will be the 
exam grade for this course.

English 12: Col lege Pre pa ra to ry (1161)
Prerequisite:  English 11; A grade of “C” or better is strong ly 

recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA 

This course is de signed for college-bound stu dents. 
Stu dents study major pe ri ods and works of Brit ish lit er a ture 
and the use of tra di tion al lit er ary terms.  Stu dents also study 
se lect ed piec es from world lit er a ture. They con tin ue to  ex-
 pand vo cab u lary and to develop skills in writ ing para graphs, 
es says, and doc u ment ed pa pers.  They study gram mar as it 
re lates to composition and are ex pect ed to de vel op skills in 
crit i cal think ing and an a lyt i cal writ ing.  Students en rolled in 
English 12 CP will NOT be able to switch to English 12 CC.

IB English 2 (1160IB)
Prerequisite:  IB English 1 
Credit:  1.0 GPA:   5.0 NCAA VWCC

IB English 2 is designed to follow IB English 1 se quen tial ly.  
Also, it is designed to provide direction to stu dents in their 
preparation for the higher level In ter na tion al Bac ca lau re ate 
examination in English by strength en ing independent critical-
thinking skills in the study of literature and fos ter ing a high 
level of achievement in both written and oral communication.  
The course focuses on readings from all areas of literature 
emphasizing se lec tions from cultures other than American 
and British.  Methods of instruction are determined by the 
instructor and include the oral and written as sess ments pre-
scribed by In ter na tion al Bac ca lau re ate.  Many of the texts 
deal with contemporary themes and are chosen to comple-
ment one another for comparative analysis.  A list of each 
year's texts is available from the SHS IB offi ce.  Summer 
reading is required and is assigned by the instructor.

Word Power (1516)
Prerequisite:  None - Recommended for college-bound 

students
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

This course is de signed for the col lege bound stu dent 
who wish es to in crease his vocabulary and im prove scores 
on the PSAT and SAT. Stu dents will build vo cab u lary 
through a sys tem at ic study of pre fi x es, suf fi x es and Latin 
and Greek roots, and phras es that come from other lan-
 guag es.  SAT ma te ri als will be used to re in force learning.

Newspaper Production 1, 2, 3 
(1200, 1210, 1211)
Prerequisite:  By Application
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0

Students in Newspaper Production receive an in tro duc tion 
to journalism and are responsible for producing the school 
newspaper, The Oracle.  Stu dents receive hands-on expe-
rience as reporters, photographers and ed i tors.  Meeting 
deadlines is an important grade component.  Selling ads is 
also required.  Strongly recommended are Desktop Publish-
ing classes in which InDesign and Photoshop are familiar 
to students.  Units of study include: interviewing, writing, 
photography, advertising, news writing, and layout/design.

Newspaper Production (sem) (1220)
Prerequisite:  By Application
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

This is a semeseter version of 1200, 1210, and 1211 for 
students who wish to be a part of the the school newspaper, 
The Oracle, but who cannot devote an entire year's credit to it.

Creative Writing 1 (1171)
Prerequisite:  None
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

Designed to meet stu dents at their present writ ing lev el, 
this course will em pha size the con cept of “writ ing with pow er,” 
and fi nd ing the students’ style and “voice” as writers.  Through 
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in struc tion and interaction with other student writ ers, students 
will de vel op strategies to generate, develop, and revise their 
own writ ing. Creative writing students will study and write from 
the fol low ing categories:  journal, poetry, short story, au to bi o-
g ra phy, de scrip tive and narrative writing, in ter view ing, char-
 ac ter iza tion, point-of-view, and children’s stories. Students 
will gen er ate a fi nal portfolio of their best work for assess-
ment, oral sharing, and publication at the end of the course.

Creative Writing 2 (1177)
Prerequisite:  Creative Writing 1
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

This course is an accelerated review of strategies covered 
in Creative Writing 1, with emphasis placed upon editing for 
publication.  Students will be strongly encouraged to submit 
work to the school's literary magazine, Delphi.  Focus will 
be placed on workshop style editing to advance student's 
abilities and understanding of writing fi ction, nonfi ction, and 
poetry.  The course will culminate in a portfolio style collec-
tion of the student's work over the course of the semester.

Speech (1300)
Prerequisite:  None
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

Speech is designed to aid students in speaking be-
fore groups and in one-on-one situations.  The course 
em pha siz es development of content as well as delivery 
techniques.  The three types of speeches developed are 
speeches to en ter tain, inform, and persuade.  In addi-
tion, the course em pha siz es electronic communications 
as well as improving read ing skills with activities in oral 
interpretation.  Speech is strong ly recommended for Eng-
lish Career Com mu ni ca tion and Pre-IB English students.

IB Extended Essay 1 (1517IB)
Prerequisite: IB Diploma Candidate
Credit:  0.0 GPA:  0.0 NCAA
IB Extended Essay 2 (1518IB)
Prerequisite: IB Diploma Candidate
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0 NCAA

Students pursuing the IB Diploma are required to reg is ter 
for Extended Es say the fi rst semester of their junior year and 
then again the second se mes ter of their senior year.  This 
course helps with the writ ing of the 4,000 word ex tend ed 
essay.  In the fi rst semester, each student explores pos-
sible topics, chooses an advisor in the subject area and 
begins researching.  The rough draft is due the fi rst semes-
ter of the senior year, and the fi nal is turned in the second 
semester.  The IB offi ce supplies the text for the course.

Both Extended Essays are semester classes.  Students do 
not receive credit for IB Extended Essay 1 but will receive one 
(1) full credit after completing the semester of IB Extended 
Essay 2. 

Classical Mythology (1519)
Prerequisite:  None; Recommended for College Bound 

Students
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

Classical mythology will appeal to those who en joy read-
 ing Greek and Ro man myths or folk lore.  Read ing and class 
dis cus sion will go be yond the 12 main gods and god dess es to 
in clude a study of the ma jor myths (cre ation, the great fl ood, 
the twelve la bors of Her cules, Theseus and the Minotaur, 
Ja s on and the Ar go nauts, Per seus and Me dusa, etc.), the 
Tro jan War, heroes, mon sters, the an cient con cept of death 
and the un der world, and the zo di ac.  An ef fort will be made to 
re late my thol o gy to mu sic, art, lit er a ture, and to day’s world.  
As sign ments will con sist main ly of read ing and small projects.  

Family and       
Con sum er Sci enc es
    
      Family and Consumer Sciences students are expected to 
join FCCLA and are en cour aged to participate in FCCLA ac tiv i -
ties.  A fee may be charged for individual project ma te ri als.  The 
Fine Arts/Prac ti cal Arts re quire ment for grad u a tion can be sat -
is fi ed by (a) a one cred it class or (b) two one-semester class es.  

Exploring Foods (8249)
Prerequisite: None, Preference given to 9th and 10th grade
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

Designed to introduce students to selection and prep a -
ra tion of menu basics, this course provides opportunities 
through dem on stra tions, guest speakers, labs, individual 
and team projects and fi eld experiences. Topics will include 
safe ty and sanitation prin ci ples; analysis of food choices; 
teambuilding exercises; plan ning and preparing principles; 
introduction to equip ment and us age; terminology; fol low ing 
and analyzing recipes; exploring ca reer options; and food 
presentation and evaluation. Each student will be expected 
to participate in fi eld experiences in the com mu ni ty and 
participate in service activities after school hours. Students 
will be required to pro vide and to wear rubber-soled shoes 
and use hair covering and wear jacket/apron as pro vid ed.

Gourmet Cuisine (8275)
Prerequisite: “C” or better in Exploring Foods or Depart-

mental Approval
Credit: 1.0 GPA:  4.0   VWCC

This course is designed to investigate principles and styles 
of food preparation. Students will be given opportunities to 
perform side work, explore regional foods and service styles, 
practice simple catering and banquet functions, explore pro-
 fes sion al opportunities, develop menus, investigate costing 
and purchasing principles and prepare and serve at various 
functions. Practical sanitation skills will be emphasized. Class 
activities will include fi eld trips, demonstrations, guest lec tur ers, 
individual and team labs and projects. Each student will be ex-
pected to participate in fi eld experiences in the com mu ni ty and 
participate in service activities after school hours. Stu dents 
will be re quired to pro vide and to wear rub ber-soled shoes 
and use hair cov er ing and wear jack et/apron as provided.
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Culinary Essentials  (8276)
Prerequisite: Gourmet Cuisine
Credit: 2.0 GPA:  4.0   VWCC

This course is designed to investigate principles and styles 
of food preparation. Students will be given opportunities to 
perform side work, explore regional foods and service styles, 
practice simple catering and banquet functions, explore pro-
 fes sion al opportunities, develop menus, investigate costing 
and purchasing principles and prepare and serve at various 
functions. Practical sanitation skills will be emphasized. Class 
activities will include fi eld trips, demonstrations, guest lec tur ers, 
individual and team labs and projects. Each student will be ex-
pected to participate in fi eld experiences in the com mu ni ty and 
participate in service activities after school hours. Stu dents 
will be re quired to pro vide and to wear rub ber-soled shoes 
and use hair cov er ing and wear jacket/apron as provided.

Child Development and Parenting 
(8233)
Prerequisite: None, Preference given to 9th and 10th grade
Credit: 0.5 GPA: 4.0

This course pro vides op por tu ni ties for the study of in tel -
lec tu al, so cial, emo tion al and phys i cal growth; de vel op ment 
of chil dren from birth through ad o les cence; and the con cept 
of parenting.  It also pro vides the op por tu ni ty to ex plore 
ca reers in the child-care field.  Class ac tiv i ties in clude 
lecture-demonstrations, videos, and individual projects.

Early Childhood Education 1 (8285)
Prerequisite:  Grade 11 or 12; or Grade 10 with "C" or bet-

ter in Child Development; In struc tor Approval
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0   

This Tech Prep/Col lege-Preparatory course is de signed 
to teach ba sic skills in child de vel op ment and child care.  
Stu dents will have op por tu ni ties to ob serve, plan, and par-
 tic i pate in de vel op men tal ly ap pro pri ate chil dren’s ac tiv i ties.  
Early Child hood Education students and their par ent/guard ian 
will be expected to sign and abide by the ECE Code of Ethics 
Con tract.  This is an ex cel lent course for any stu dent in ter -
est ed in work ing with young chil dren or in a teach ing career.

Early Child hood Ed u ca tion 2 (8286)
Prerequisite:  "C" or better in Early Childhood Education 1
Credit:  2.0 GPA:  4.0   VWCC

This two-period course is the sec ond year of a two-year 
Ear ly Child hood Ed u ca tion pro gram.  Stu dents com plet ing this 
pro gram will be pre pared to be a child care aide, teach er’s 
aide, or pur sue col le giate study in early child hood ed u ca tion.  
ECE 2 em pha siz es an ad vanced study of child de vel op ment 
and care; cur ric u lum planning im ple men ta tion; and day care 
li cens ing re quire ments.  Qual i fy ing students may com bine 
class room in struc tion with teaching internships.  Early Child-
hood Education students and their parent/guard ian will be ex-
 pect ed to sign and abide by the ECE Code of Ethics Con tract.  

Family and Con sum er Sciences
In tern ship (8215-sem; 8216-FY)
Prerequisite:  Instructor Approval
Credit:  0.5-2.0 GPA:  4.0

These semester or full year cours es are avail able to qual i -
fy ing students enrolled in the Culinary Arts and Ear ly Child hood 
Ed u ca tion programs.  This unpaid work ex pe ri ence pro vides 
the op por tu ni ty for students to apply class room knowl edge 
in a professional setting.  A train ing agree ment is de vel oped 
by the employer, teacher-co or di na tor, and the stu dent.

         

History and     
So cial Science
  
     
      The Standards of Accreditation require three History and So-
cial Science credits for grad u a tion.  One credit must be a world 
studies course:  Modern World History, Ancient World History, 
IB History 1, or IB History 2.  Two cred its must be American 
stud ies courses, in clud ing a Vir gin ia and United States His to ry 
course and a Virginia and Unit ed States Government course.  
          
Modern World History:  >1500 AD 
(2342)SOL COURSE
Prerequisite:  None
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

Modern World His to ry in cor po rates a study of his to ry 
and ge og ra phy from the late Mid dle Ages (1500 AD) to the 
present with a strong em pha sis on the history and de vel -
op ment of west ern civ i li za tion.  Top ics in clude the evolution 
of na tion-states, sci en tifi  c and tech no log i cal rev o lu tions 
which cre ate new eco nom ic mod els, social and po lit i cal 
chang es, and the bi og ra phies of in di vid u als who con trib ut ed 
to the so ci etal de vel op ment.  Strong con nec tions will be 
drawn be tween his tor i cal events and con tem po rary is sues.

Ancient World History: <1500 AD 
(2341) SOL COURSE
Prerequisite:  Grade 10 or Modern World History
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA
 

Ancient World History ex am ines the historical de vel -
op ment of the world, its peo ples, and the pat terns of life 
and its de vel op ment.  Stu dents will study their her i tage and 
tra di tions from prehistory to 1500 AD.  The course em pha -
siz es the Greek, Ro man, and Byz an tine cul tures and the 
role played by the Med i ter ra nean na tions in the de vel op ment 
of the Western world.  Eastern cultures of India, Chi na, Ja-
pan, Af ri ca, and Cen tral Amer i ca will also be ex am ined. 

United States and Vir gin ia His to ry 
(2360) SOL COURSE
Prerequisite:  Grade 11
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

This course is a sur vey of Unit ed States History from the 
pre-colonial pe ri od to the present.  Em pha sis is placed on 
mas ter ing so cial stud ies skills, study ing im por tant peo ple and 
events, de vel op ing his tor i cal con cepts, and re lat ing cur rent is -
sues to his tor i cal events.  The study is chro no log i cal and com -
ple ments 11th grade lit er a ture.  Vir gin ia and United States His -
to ry ful fi lls the United States History requirement for grad u a tion. 
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United States and
Vir gin ia Government (2440)
Prerequisite:  Grade 12
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

This course surveys the basic prin ci ples of Amer i can 
Gov ern ment and is designed to help stu dents un der stand 
the struc ture, func tion and op er a tion of lo cal, state and 
federal gov ern ment.  The course pro vides an ex am i na tion 
of pol i tics, which should be a part of every cit i zen’s ed u ca -
tion,  and ful fi lls the gov ern ment re quire ment for graduation.
 
College United States History 
(2319) SOL COURSE
Prerequisite:  A grade of “B” or better in previous social 

studies course is strongly recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0 NCAA VWCC

College Unit ed States His to ry is de signed to give the 
stu dent a com pre hen sive study of the Amer i can ex pe ri ence.  
The con tent of the course cov ers the his tor i cal de vel op ment 
of Amer i can ideas and in sti tu tions from the Age of Ex plo ra tion 
to the present.  The course will con cen trate on a basic knowl -
edge of Amer i can cul ture, a chro no log i cal sur vey of major is -
sues, peo ple, and events in Vir gin ia and Unit ed States His to ry.  
Stu dents will also learn to use his tor i cal ma te ri als to weigh the 
ev i dence and in ter pre ta tions pre sent ed in or der to form con -
clu sions based on judge ment, rea son ing, and his tor i cal data. 

 
College United States Gov ern ment 
(2445)          
Prerequisite: A grade of “B” or better in US History is 

strongly recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0 NCAA VWCC
                     

In this course, stu dents will study the op er a tion and de -
vel op ment of gov ern ment at the local, state, and na tion al 
lev els.  Stu dents will study the con cepts and com po nents 
of the de vel op ment of these sys tems and the anal y sis of 
spe cifi  c cases and cur rent gov ern ment issues.  Writ ing as -
sign ments and out side read ing will be in clud ed in this course.

Practical Law (2420)
Prerequisite:  Grades 10, 11 or 12
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

Practical Law is de signed to help stu dents develop an un -
der stand ing of ba sic civil and crim i nal law and their le gal rights 
and re spon si bil i ties.  Other ar eas to be stud ied in clude civil 
rights, ju ve nile rights, law en force ment pro ce dures and the 
pe nal sys tem.  Stu dents will vis it the lo cal jail, the court house, 
and will at tend a jury tri al.  Law en force ment of fi c ers will be in -
vit ed to speak to the class about their par tic u lar in ter est ar eas.

Sociology (2500)
Prerequisite:  None
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

Sociology is the study of society, its struc ture, and 
its dy nam ics.  There is a ma jor fo cus on cul ture and 
its role in shap ing in di vid u als and their val ues.  Mod -

ern so cial prob lems are also ex am ined.  The study is 
achieved through class room lec ture, dis cus sion, ex per i -
ments, out side read ings, guid ed re search and projects.

Psychology (2900)
Prerequisite:  Grades 10, 11 or 12
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

Psychology provides stu dents op por tu ni ties for un der -
stand ing them selves.  The course pro vides back ground for the 
study of post-secondary psy chol o gy through the ex pla na tion 
of its var i ous fi elds.  Em pha sis will be on prac ti cal in sights into 
ev ery day be hav ior and on a survey of the ma jor ar eas of study 
in psy chol o gy.  Topics of study in clude learn ing, mem o ry and 
thought, the body and be hav ior, sen sa tion and per cep tion, 
stress, de vel op men tal psy chol o gy and re la tion al psychology.

Comparative Religions (2996)
Prerequisite:  None
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

Comparative Re li gions will con cen trate on the ideals 
and history of clas sic world religions, such as Buddhism, 
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and others. The 
course is intended neither to convert students to any par -
tic u lar religious view nor to per suade them to reject any 
or all religion. The purpose, rather, is to assist students in 
developing an in formed ap pre ci a tion for the re li gious life of 
hu man kind. Em pha sis will be placed on the role of religion 
in the modern world and its con tinu ing im por tance to many 
different societies, cultures and events. Areas of instruction 
will include the his tor i cal and philo soph i cal underpinnings of 
world religions, the connections be tween religion and cul-
ture and the role that religion plays in current world affairs.

IB Theory of Knowledge 1 & 2 
(2997IB & 2998IB)
Prerequisite: IB Diploma Candidate or enrolled in four IB 

Courses
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  5.0 NCAA

The objective of the The o ry of Knowledge (TOK) course 
is not to learn new “knowl edge” but to in crease the stu dent’s 
un der stand ing of what they have al ready learned and to help 
them refl ect upon it.  The pro cess of re fl ec tion will be a crit i cal 
ex am i na tion of what the student claims to know and what is 
pro fessed as knowl edge by others.  The stu dent will ex am ine 
how the forms of knowl edge relate to one an oth er, and how to 
think crit i cal ly.  There is an in te gra tion of all subject areas and 
the spirit of inquiry and its ex pres sion will en hance oral and 
written skills.  This course is a requirement for the IB Di plo ma 
and scheduling pref er ence is given to IB Di plo ma Can di dates.
   
IB History 1 (2360IB) SOL COURSE
Prerequisite: College US Government;  A grade of “B” or 

better in College US Gov ern ment is strongly rec om -
mend ed.  

Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0 NCAA

This course is designed to cover specifi c topics in world 
his to ry from the French Revolution to the World Wars. It will 
be taught at the eleventh grade level to IB can di dates and 
will serve as prep a ra tion for IB His to ry 2 and the high er lev el 
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his to ry ex am i na tion.  Top ics in clud ed for study are:  caus es, 
prac tic es, and ef fects of war; na tion al ist and in de pen dence 
move ments; decolonization and the emer gence and 
prob lems of new na tions; eco nom ic de vel op ments; so cial 
change; the artist and so ci ety; the rise and rule of single 
par ty states; the es tab lish ment and work of in ter na tion al 
or ga ni za tions; re li gion and pol i tics; East/West re la tions af ter 
1945; and mi nor i ties in the 20th century.  This course also 
cov ers all Modern World History Standards of Learning.

IB History 2 (2361IB)
Prerequisite: IB History 1;  A grade of “B” or better in IB His-

tory 1 is strongly recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0 NCAA VWCC

This course is designed to cover specifi c topics in world 
history from the causes of World War I to the start of the Cold 
War.  It will be taught at the twelfth grade level to IB candidates 
and will serve as their fi nal preparation for the higher level 
history examination.  In addition to the world history topics 
listed under the description of IB History I, this course offers 
a detailed regional study of 20th century Europe. The main 
focus of the regional study will be political, but social, eco-
nomic, and cultural aspects will also be emphasized.  Students 
will begin work on their guided course-work project, a 2,000-
word research paper and will take the IB examination in May.

Marketing
     
     Marketing prepares students for part-time and full-time 
em ploy ment in the fi eld of mar ket ing, and pro vides ba sic in-
 struc tion for college business courses.  Each class re quires 
a fee and students must be members of the DECA Chapter. 

Introduction to Marketing (8111)
Prerequisite:  None
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

Introduction to Marketing is a semester course designed 
for 9th through 12th grade students interested in learn-
ing about the fi eld of marketing. This non co-op course 
concentrates on marketing competencies in the areas of 
economics, mar ket planning, employment and advance-
ment, com mu ni ca tions, personal selling and promotion.

Marketing  (8120)
Prerequisite:  Must be in grade 11 or 12
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0

Marketing is designed for students pur su ing a ca reer 
in mar ket ing.  The course pro vides stu dents with in-
 struc tion that en ables them to ob tain and to suc ceed in a 
mar ket ing oc cu pa tion.  Students de vel op com pe ten cies 
in sell ing, mer chan dis ing, com mu ni ca tions, eco nom ics, 
sales pro mo tion, math e mat ics, hu man re la tions, em-
 ploy ment and ad vance ment, and self-development.  A 
$17 fee is re quired with membership in the DECA Chapter.

Marketing Co-op (8199A)
Prerequisite:  Must be enrolled in Marketing or Advanced 

Marketing; Instructor Permission
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0

Any student enrolled in Marketing (8120) will have the 
opportunity to earn an additional credit through par tic i-
 pa tion in Marketing Co-op (8121).  Marketing Co-op is 
de signed for students to combine classroom instruction 
and practical work experience.  Students must have a 
minimum of 396 hours of continuous, supervised, on-the-job 
training during the school year in a local marketing busi-
ness.  Un sat is fac to ry progress in Marketing (8120) could 
cause the stu dent to be removed from this co-op class.

Attention Co-op Students
Students requesting Co-op classes will not be released 
early from school until they actually have a job.  Until 
that point, students will stay in school for the full day 

and will be placed in a study hall.

Advanced Marketing (8130)
Prerequisite:  Marketing
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0   VWCC

Advanced Marketing en ables students to de vel op com pe -
ten cies in several ar eas of man age ment and su per vi sion.   A 
$17 fee is required with mem ber ship in the DECA Chap ter.  

Advanced Marketing Co-op (8199B)
Prerequisite:  Marketing Co-op; Must be enrolled in Ad-

vanced Marketing; Instructor Permission
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0

Any student enrolled in Advanced Marketing (8130) will have 
the opportunity to earn an additional credit through par tic i-
 pa tion in Advanced Marketing Co-op (8131).  Ad vanced Mar-
keting Co-op is de signed for students to com bine class room 
in struc tion and practical work experience.  Stu dents must have 
a min i mum of 396 hours of continuous, su per vised, on-the-
job train ing during the school year in a local mar ket ing busi-
 ness.  Un sat is fac to ry progress in Ad vanced Marketing (8130) 
could cause the stu dent to be re moved from this co-op class.

Mathematics  & 
Com put er Sci ence
     
     All students need a minimum of three (3) math 
credits at or above the level of Algebra for a Standard 
Diploma, and four (4) math credits for an Advanced Di-
ploma.  Tech nol o gy in the form of com put er soft ware and 
graphing cal cu la tors is avail able for se lect ed cours es.  

ATTENTION MATH STUDENTS:  Because math courses 
build upon one another, you are strongly advised to meet 
with your current math teacher to discuss which course 
would be most the appropriate one for you to take next.  
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Please pay careful attention to the grade rec om men da -
tions for each course.  While not absolute, we have found 
that students who do not achieve at a certain level in one 
math course will often have trou ble suc ceed ing at the next.

Algebra 1 (3130)  SOL COURSE
Prerequisite:   “A” in Math 8 or Teacher Rec om men da tion 

or recommended score on Orleans Hanna Test
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

Algebra 1 is one way to be gin the sequence of earn ing 
three credits of mathematics. Students should de vel op 
self-reliance and a ques tion ing attitude, as well as verbal 
and writ ten pre ci sion in ap ply ing al ge bra ic pro cess es to 
math e mat i cal prob lems.  Topics to be stud ied in clude fun -
da men tal algebraic lan guage, the real number sys tem, 
equa tions and in e qual i ties, poly no mi als, fac tor ing, co or di -
nate graph ing, sys tems of lin ear equa tions and in e qual i ties, 
rational ex pres sions, rad i cals, qua drat ics, and statistics.

Algebra 1: Part 1 (3131)
Prerequisite: None
Credit:  1.0    GPA:  4.0         NCAA (0.5 credit only)

This course will include the same concepts cov ered in 
fi rst se mes ter of a year course in Algebra 1.

Algebra 1: Part 2 (3132) SOL COURSE
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 Part 1 (A "C" or better is recom-

mended)
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 4.0 NCAA (0.5 credit only)

This course will include the same concepts cov-
 ered in sec ond se mes ter of a year course in Alge-
bra 1.  The NCAA al lows only 0.5 cred it for Algebra 
1 Part 1, and only 0.5 cred it for Al ge bra 1 Part 2.

NOTE:  Students who earn Ds in Part  1 should retake the 
course or seek remediation.  One unit of algebra is re quired.  
Stu dents may take Part 1 and Part 2 for 2 credits toward 
fulfi lling the graduation requirements for mathematics. 
 
Computer Mathematics (3184)
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra 1 (full year 

or parts 1, 2)
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0   

This course will require students to solve practical prob-
 lems in mathematics arising from consumer, business, per-
 son al fi nance, leisure activities, and sports. The concepts of 
probability and statistics, geometry, and other mathematical 
applications will also be included.  This course is not de-
signed for students who have completed Geometry and 
Algebra 2.  It may not count toward the Advanced Diploma.

Geometry (3143) SOL COURSE
Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 or Algebra 1 Part 2
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

This course deals with the Euclidean geometry of points, 
lines and planes.  Em pha sis is placed on de duc tive rea son ing 
and al ge bra ic prob lem-solv ing skills through the study of 
geo met ric the o rems and proofs. Arith metic and al ge bra ic 

skills are re quired.  It includes a study of co or di nate and 
trans for ma tion al ge om e try and trigonometry of right triangles.

Algebra Functions and Data Analysis 
(AFDA) (3134)
Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 or Algebra 1 Part 2, Geometry
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

 Algebra Functions and Data Analysis is designed for 
students who have completed the standards for Algebra 
1 and Geometry.  Within the context of mathematical 
modeling and data analysis, students will study functions 
and their behaviors, systems of inequalities, probability, 
and experimental design and implementation.  Through 
practical applications arising from science, business, and fi -
nance, students will strengthen conceptual understandings 
in mathematics and further develop connections between 
algebra and statistics.  This course will reinforce algebra 
and geometry skills and empower students for success in 
Algebra 2.
NOTE:  This course is designed for students in grades 9-11 
and is not a replacement course for Algebra 2.  Algebra 2 is 
required for an Advanced Diploma.

Algebra 2 (3135) SOL COURSE
Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 or Algebra 1 Part 2 AND Geometry
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

Algebra 2 is de signed to be an extension and a re in -
force ment of Algebra 1.  New con cepts that broad en al ge bra ic 
rea son ing are in tro duced. Top ics in clude the study of lin ear 
and qua drat ic equa tions, trans for ma tions (par tic u lar ly con ic 
sec tions and ab so lute val ue functions), log a rithms, arith metic 
and geometric se quenc es and se ries, poly no mi als, and  el e -
men ta ry matrix theory.  This course is not a re place ment for 
Ad vanced Al ge bra.  It is not in tend ed that a stu dent who com-
 pletes this course is im me di ate ly prepared to enter Cal cu lus.

Algebra 2: Pre-IB (3135IB) SOL COURSE
Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 or Algebra 1 Part 2 plus Geometry 

(unless enrolled in Chemistry Pre-IB); A “B” or better in 
Algebra 1 is strongly recommended.

Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.5 NCAA

Algebra 2:  Pre-IB pre sents an in-depth study of  topics of 
algebra in preparation for the IB/AP pro gram. Topics in clude 
the study of linear and qua drat ic equations, and systems, 
trans for ma tions (par tic u lar ly con ic sections, ab so lute val ue 
graphs and exponential functions), log a rithms, arith metic 
and geo met ric sequences and se ries, poly no mi als, and el e -
men ta ry matrix theory.  This course is not a re place ment for 
Ad vanced Al ge bra.  It is not in tend ed that a stu dent who com-
 pletes this course is im me di ate ly pre pared to enter Cal cu lus. 

Geometry/Trigonometry: Pre-IB
(3143IB) SOL COURSE
Prerequisite:  Algebra 2:  Pre-IB or Algebra 2; A grade of 

“C" or better in either of those classes is strongly recom-
mended.

Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.5 NCAA

This course deals with the geometry of points, lines 
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and planes.  Em pha sis is placed on de duc tive rea son ing 
and al ge bra ic prob lem-solving skills through the study 
of for mal geo met ric the o rems and proofs.  The course 
also in cludes the ge om e try and trig o nom e try of right and 
oblique tri an gles, law of sines, law of cosines and the 
application of the basic trig identities.  Geo/Trig is de-
signed primarily to assist students that need to ad-
just their math level to reach IB-level math courses.

Advanced Algebra/Trig: Pre-IB (3137IB)
(Pre-Calculus)
Prerequisite:  Algebra 2 or Algebra 2 Pre-IB; A grade of "B" 

or better in either class is strongly recommended.
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.5 NCAA VWCC

    This course is a preparation for Calculus and in-
cludes the study of polynomial functions, sequences, 
series, limits, per mu ta tions, combinations and prob-
ability.  The second por tion of this course provides a 
thorough treatment of Trig o nom e try.  Topics studied in-
clude: trigonometric functions, identities and equations.

Elements of Calculus: Pre-IB (3199)
Prerequisite:  Advanced Algebra/Trig or Math Anal y sis; A 

grade of “B” or better in either course is strong ly recom-
mended.

Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.5 NCAA VWCC 
Elements of Calculus is designed to familiarize stu dents 

with basic calculus concepts to prepare them for taking an 
entry-level calculus course in college. Without the pres-
 sures of IB and AP requirements, students will be giv en 
ample time to internalize fundamental topics. The Cal cu lus 
is a complex subject and this course will give stu dents 
the con fi  dence to pursue further mathematics in college.  
This course will review some of the important topics from 
Trigonometry and Advanced Algebra before covering the 
topics of limits, derivatives and their ap pli ca tions.  This 
course may include some integration and application.

IB Math Studies 1 (3195IB)
Prerequisite:  Geometry and Algebra 2; A grade of "C" or 

better in both classes is strongly rec om mend ed.
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0 NCAA VWCC

This liberal arts math e mat ics course aims to in tro duce 
the ap pli ca tion of tech niques taught and to dem on strate 
fun da men tal fea tures of math e mat ics.  This is the fi rst year 
of a two-year course.  Stu dents will be able to display, an-
 a lyze and criticize data pre sent ed in a variety of forms and 
to ap pre ci ate the mod el ing pow er of math e mat ics.  Topics 
will include mathematical systems, sequences, inductive/
deductive reasoning, sets, logic, ad vanced com pu ta tion 
(with and with out a cal cu la tor), num ber aware ness, num ber 
the o ry, geometry and trigonometry,  matrices, graphing, fi nan-
cial mathematics, concepts of lim its and the fi rst derivative. 

IB Math Studies 2 (3196IB)
Prerequisite:  IB Math Studies 1 or IB Math Analysis; A 

grade of "C" or better is strongly recommended.
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0 NCAA VWCC

This course is a con tin u a tion of Math Studies 1.  Elemen-

tary sta tis ti cal meth ods and con cepts in clud ing de scrip tive 
statistics, es ti ma tion, hy poth e sis testing, lin ear re gres sion, 
and cat e gor i cal data analysis are pre sent ed.  Additional 
topics in clude linear, quadratic, exponential and numeri-
cal functions, counting meth ods and prob a bil i ty, geometry, 
progressions and fi  nan cial math e mat ics, graphs, systems 
of equations and inequalities, and linear programming.

Math Analysis 
(IB Mathematics 1) (3162IB)
Prerequisite:  Geometry/Trig: Pre-IB or Adv. Algebra/Trig: 

Pre-IB; A grade of "B" or better in either class is strongly 
recommended.

Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0 NCAA     VWCC

Math Analysis is re quired in prep a ra tion for the IB Math-
ematics Standard Level Methods Exam.  Topics cov ered 
in this course are: polar graphing, poly no mi al func tions, 
in e qual i ties, ex po nents and log a rithms, an a lyt ic ge om e try, 
vec tors and de ter mi nants, se quenc es and series, func tions 
and ad vanced graphing tech niques, ma tri ces, com bi na t o rics, 
prob a bil i ty, sta tis tics, lim its, series, and iterated func tions.

Calculus 
(IB Mathematics 2 SL) (3177IB)
Prerequisite:  Adv. Algebra/Trig. or Math Analysis; A grade 

of “B” or better in either class is strongly recommended.
(Only students who have taken IB Math Analysis will be 
eligible to sit for the IB exam.)

Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0 NCAA VWCC

IB Mathematics 2 SL consists of a full ac a dem ic year of work 
in Calculus and related topics com pa ra ble to courses in colleg-
es and universities. This course is intended for students who 
have a strong background in college preparatory mathematics, 
including al ge bra, ax i om at ic geometry, trigonometry, analytic 
ge om e try, and el e men ta ry functions. This course prepares the 
stu dent to take the IB test in Standard Level Math e mat ics. 

Computer Pro gram ming 1 (6640)
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Al ge bra 1 or Alge-

bra 1 Part 2
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0 

Computer Programming 1 is an introduction to pro-
 gram ming. Topics include history of computer development, 
the way a computer works, the analysis of problems, the 
ter mi nol o gy and application of computer languages and 
fl ow chart ing. The class provides hands-on computer ex pe -
ri ence in a lab o ra to ry situation.  Major em pha sis is placed 
on pro gram ming skills in the VB.net lan guage.  For mu las 
used in pro gram ming are from Algebra 1 and Ge om e try.

Computer Programming 2 (6641)
Prerequisite:  Computer Programming 1; A grade of "C" or 

better is strongly recommended.
Credit:  0.5 GPA: 4.0 VWCC

The intent of this course is to provide a study of ad-
 vanced programming. The course is an ex ten sion of Com-
puter Pro gram ming 1 with an emphasis on in de pen dent 
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projects in se quen tial and random fi les. A mini-course in 
Java will also be pre sent ed during the third six-week period.

Performing Arts

Choral Music
Concert Choir (9285)
Prerequisite:  Interest in singing choral music
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0

This course is open to stu dents in all grades. Correct sing-
 ing and good mu si cian ship are stressed.  De vel op ment  of 
mu si cal skills and understanding are em pha sized.  This is a 
per for mance-based class, and after school re hears als and 
per for manc es are re quired un less re leased by di rec tor.

Women's Concert Choir (9280B)
Prerequisite:  Audition
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0

This choir is an all-fe male auditioned en sem ble.  Rep er toire 
will be chal leng ing and pri or ex pe ri ence in other cho ral en sem -
bles is recommended but not required. The fol low ing fun da -
men tals of good cho ral singing will be further de vel oped:  mu-
 si cal literacy, healthy tone pro duc tion, and mu si cian ship.  This 
is a per for mance-based class, and after school re hears als 
and per for manc es are re quired un less re leased by director.

Chorale (9289)
Prerequisite:   Audition
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0

This course re quires the highest de gree of per for mance 
from each member and further develops in di vid u al vo cal skills 
and musical un der stand ing.  Pre vi ous train ing in one of the 
oth er cho rale ensembles is helpful but not nec es sary.  Em-
 pha sis is placed on in di vid u al vocal pro duc tion, sight-reading, 
music fun da men tals and vocal tech niques.  This is a per-
 for mance-based class, and after school re hears als and 
per for manc es are re quired un less re leased by director.

Vocal Ensemble (Full Year)
“Salem Singers” (9280A)
Prerequisite:   Audition
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0

This select small choral ensemble focuses on small choral 
en sem ble literature and technique, such as a capella mad-
rigals, vocal jazz and advanced contemporary commercial 
music.  This course also requires a high degree of perfor-
mance from each member and further develops individual 
vocal and ensemble skills.  Previous training in Symphonic 
Choir (Chorale) is recommended, but not required.  Em-
phasis is placed on a variety of vocal techniques con sis tent 
with the styles of literature, a capella singing, sight-reading, 

ear training and vocal improvisation.  This is a per for -
mance-based class, and after school re hears als and 
per for manc es are re quired un less re leased by director.
NOTE: This class meets after school.

Vocal Ensemble (Semester)
“Salem Singers” (9280D)
Prerequisite:   Audition; Instructor Permission
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

This semester option allows students greater flex-
ibility with their schedules.  Students must have instructor 
permission to take this option.  This is a per for mance-
based class, and after school re hears als and per-
 for manc es are re quired un less re leased by director.

Instrumental Music
Marching Band 
“The Pride of Salem” (9296)
Co-requisite for Instrumentalists:   Enrollment in an  
    additional band class or instructor per mis sion. 
Prerequisite for Auxiliaries:  Audition/in struc tor permission.
Credit:   0.5 GPA:  4.0

       This award-win ning organization performs at SHS 
football games, pa rades in the community, and at con tests 
with other high school bands.  At times the con tests require 
the band to travel out of state on over night trips.  There 
is a fi  nan cial commitment required to be a member.

 Marching band be gins regular rehearsals in late July/
ear ly August (depending on the school calendar).  Students 
typically rehearse 4 days a week before school begins and 
attend band camp for one week out of town.  During the fi rst 
semester, the band rehearses two days a week on average 
after school.  Stu dents who play the piano can per form with 
the band on key board in stru ments.  Membership in the orga-
nization is voluntary; however, par tic i pa tion in a band class 
is required unless excused by the Di rec tor.  There will be 
open tryouts for students wishing to par tic i pate exclusively 
in auxiliary units (fl ags, rifl es, sa bres, dance, etc.)  Mem bers 
of the Auziliary do not have to be enrolled in a band class.

This is a per for mance-based class, and all rehears-
als re hears als and per for manc es are re quired un less 
excused in advance by the Director.

Concert Band (9233)
Prerequisite:  Open to all students 
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0

This course is primarily for entry-level students who would 
like to improve their instrumental skills.  NO experience is nec-
essary.  Emphasis is on group instruction, and private prac tice 
by the student.  Students who progress at a rapid rate may be 
selected to perform with the Sym phon ic Band.  This is a per -
for mance-based class, and after school re hears als and 
per for manc es are re quired un less re leased by director.
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Symphonic Band (9298)
Prerequisite: Enrollment is by audition only
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 4.0

Students in this group already read music and want to im -
prove their instrumental skills.  Emphasis is placed on learn ing 
to perform with a group of musicians at a higher level.  This is a 
per for mance-based class, and after school re hears als and 
per for manc es are re quired un less re leased by director.

Jazz Band (9297)
Prerequisite:  Enrollment is by audition only
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0

This is an advanced music ensemble which gives the 
stu dents an opportunity to perform jazz music.  This course 
re quires the highest degree of performance from each mem-
ber, and further develops instrumental skills and techniques.  
Em pha sis is placed on individual improvisation, sight-reading 
skills and ensemble playing.  Students will have nu mer ous 
op por tu ni ties to per form in pub lic.  The in stru ments used 
are: sax o phones, trum pets, trom bones, elec tric/string bass, 
elec tric/acous tic gui tar, drum set, and pi ano. This is a per -
for mance-based class, and after school re hears als and 
per for manc es are re quired un less re leased by director.

Percussion (9250)
Co-requisite:  Enrollment is by audition only
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0

This course is primarily for entry-level and interme-
diate lev el students.  The course emphasizes the de-
velopment of a com plete percussionist and seeks to 
develop more advanced per for mance skills.  This is a 
per for mance-based class, and af ter school re hears -
als and per for manc es are re quired un less re leased 
by director, and these students are expected to par -
tic i pate in either Concert or Symphonic Band concerts.

IB Music Technology Part 1 (9226IB)
IB Music Technology Part 2 (9228IB)
Prerequisite:  Instructor Permission
Credit:  0.5  GPA:  5.0

These classes serve as a sixth subject alternative for 
the IB Diploma Candidate or as an IB Certifi cate for the 
in ter est ed musician. An in-depth study of music theory 
and com po si tion is a major part of the class, along with a 
study of musical styles—both historical and worldwide—
which will give the student an opportunity to explore 
and enjoy the di ver si ty of music throughout the world.

 Students have the option (at the SL level only) of 
choos ing between composition, solo performance, and 
group per for mance as their primary focus. Due to time 
con straints, HL is not offered at SHS.  In ad di tion, a music 
in ves ti ga tion into the re la tion ship be tween two iden ti fi  able 
and dis tinct mu si cal genres must be com plet ed dur ing IB 
Music Tech nol o gy 2.

This class meets either before or after school, based on 
students’ availability.

Theater
Drama 1:
Theater Arts Exploration (1410)
Prerequisite: None
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 

Drama 1 teaches ba sic the ater arts skills.  Im pro vi sa tion, act -
ing, the ater his to ry, and tech ni cal the ater are a few of the units 
cov ered in the course.  Students will learn  to use their voices 
to im prove com mu ni ca tion in a va ri ety of sit u a tions.  The class 
may attend lo cal the ater pro duc tions.  Any stu dent en roll ing in 
Dra ma 1 must ex pect to par tic i pate ac tive ly on a dai ly basis.

Drama 2, 3, 4:
Theatrical Production (1420, 1430, 1440)
Prerequisite:  Preceding Course and Instructor Per mis sion
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 

This class con tin ues the study of the ater crafts with 
em pha sis on act ing, di rec tion, light ing, set con struc tion, 
and scene de sign.  The course in cludes the read ing, 
an a lyz ing, and study ing of plays. The class performs for 
an audience and may at tend lo cal the ater productions.

IB Theater (1440IB)
Prerequisite:  Drama 2 and Instructor Permission
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0 NCAA

IB Theater is an in ten sive course of study em pha siz ing 
re search and anal y sis as it applies to the at ri cal pro duc tion.  
Stu dents will read and an a lyze plays as an ac tor, di rec -
tor, and de sign er.  Stu dents will also re search his tor i cal 
and sty lis tic move ments and their ef fects on the de vel op -
ment of the ater. Stu dents are re quired to write a ma jor 
paper, present a lengthy oral anal y sis of a play, and par -
tic i pate in pro duc tions. (Stu dents are not guaranteed a role.)

Physical Ed u ca tion 
and Health

Physical Education 9 (7310)
Prerequisite: None
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

This course stresses ba sic skills and phys i cal fi t ness.  
Ac tiv i ties offered in clude in di vid u al and team sports.  Stu-
dents are re quired to dress daily for phys i cal ed u ca tion. 

Health Education 9 (7320)
Prerequisite:  None
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

This course in cludes in for ma tion con cern ing pre ven -
tion and con trol of dis ease, con sum er health, phys i ol o gy 
of ex er cise, family life ed u ca tion, al co hol and oth er drugs, 



25

and car diop ul mo nary re sus ci ta tion cer ti fi ca tion (CPR). 

Health Education 10 (7420)
Prerequisite: Health Education 9
Credit: 0.5 GPA: 4.0

Health instruction top ics include mental health, fam -
i ly life ed u ca tion, in clud ing parenting and ag ing, men-
tal health, nutrition and physical fitness.  DARE (Drug 
Abuse Re sis tance Ed u ca tion) is included in Health l0.

 

Physical Education 
Tenth Grade Op tions:

 Recreational Actvities Rhythmic Movements
 Fit for Life  Team Sports

PE 10 options are also electives for 11th & 12th grade.

Recreational Activities (7640B)
Prerequisite: Physical Education 9
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

This course will focus on a variety of individual and dual 
activities with emphasis on the development of the skills, 
knowledge and understanding necessary for competent 
par tic i pa tion at a recreational level. Some activities to be 
in clud ed are:  archery, badminton, golf, orienteering, ten-
nis, table tennis, two-person volleyball, and large group 
games. This is an activity-based class.  Participants will 
dress in the standard Salem City gym uniform for a vari-
ety of ac tiv i ties. Class will in clude the VA Wellness tests.

Rhythmic Movements (7640D)
Prerequisite: Physical Education 9
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

This course focuses on dance through the ages and oth er 
rhythmic activities including student cho re og ra phy, ex pres sion 
through movement, and popular social dances. This is an 
activity-based class.  Class includes the VA Wellness tests.

Fit For Life (7640C)
Prerequisite: Physical Education 9
Credit: 0.5 GPA: 4.0

This course focuses on physical conditioning with 
em pha sis on aerobic activities, flexibility, and strength 
train ing and the skills and knowledge to develop a per-
 son al fit ness program. This is an activity-based class 
and participants dress in the standard Salem City 
gym uniform. Class will in clude the VA Wellness tests.

Team Sports (7640A)
Prerequisite: Physical Education 9
Credit: 0.5 GPA:  4.0

This course will focus on a variety of team sports with 
emphasis on the development of the skills, knowledge, and 
understanding necessary for competent par tic i pa tion at a 

recreational level. It will include activities for skill de vel op ment, 
team participation, and team competition.  Some of the activi-
ties to be included are:  bas ket ball, football, soccer, speedball, 
softball,  volleyball, and ul ti mate Frisbee. This is an activity-
based class and all par tic i pants dress in the standard Salem 
City gym uniform. Class will in clude the VA Wellness tests.

Adaptive Physical Education (7700)
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5 GPA: 4.0

This course is struc tured to meet the needs of the 
per ma nent ly or tem po rari ly disabled students.  Such 
stu dents re quire in di vid u al ized in struc t ion based 
upon their needs.  Phys i cal fit ness, muscle tone and 
strength, flex i bil i ty, en dur ance and co or di na tion and 
social de vel op ment and in ter ac tion are em pha sized. 

Weight Training (7650A)
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5 GPA: 4.0 

This elective course is de signed to provide stu dents 
with op por tu ni ties to ac quire basic knowl edge/skills 
in weight train ing that may be used in physical fit ness 
pur suits.  Stu dents re ceive in di vid u al ized in struc tion 
and be come fa mil iar with car dio vas cu lar con di tion ing. 

Weight Training 2: NC (7650B)
Prerequisite: Weight Training 1
Credit: 0.0

This noncredit course is de signed for those stu dents who 
have suc cess ful ly com plet ed Weight Train ing 1. 

Athletic Training (7660A)
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 0.5 GPA: 4.0 

Athletic Training is a prac ti cal course pre par ing the 
stu dents for a ca reer in sports med i cine.  It in cludes anat-
 o my and phys i ol o gy along with pre ven tion, treat ment and 
re ha bil i ta tion of ath let ic in ju ries.  This course pre pares 
stu dents to become stu dent trainers and meets the re-
 quire ments to en ter col lege as a student ath let ic train er. 

Driver Education:  Sem 1(7015)
Driver Education:  Sem 2 (7016)
Prerequisite:  Age 15 years 6 months; Must have learn er's 

permit
Credit:  0.0

Driver Education is a noncredit course and in cludes 
two phas es: class room and on-the-road in struc tion.  Em-
 pha sis is placed on at ti tude and on skills that are vital 
to basic driv ing be hav ior.  Much con cen tra tion and prac-
 tice out side of school are man da to ry.  State min i mum 
re quire ments of 36 hours in class room, 7 hours in-car 
ob ser va tion, and 7 hours in-car driv ing must be met.  In 
or der to bal ance class es, stu dents may be re as signed by 
coun se lors or ad min is tra tors.   To re quest an af ter-school 
driv er ed u ca tion course, use course num ber S7017.
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Driver Education Requirement 

Section 46.2-335 of the Code of Virginia, re quires that 
learner’s permit applicants provide evidence of com pli ance 
with compulsory school at ten dance law and good academic 
standing.  

Students must have a learner’s permit before taking driver 
education. Learner’s permit applicants also need to fulfi ll 
the following requirements.

•    Complete the Virginia driver’s license application
•    Parents or guardians grant DMV permission to 

issue a learner’s per mit and a driver’s license.
•    Proof of social security number and residency
•    Original identifi cation document certifying name 

and date of birth
•    Pass DMV knowledge and vision tests.
•    Pay $3 for the learner’s permit and $2.40 for each  

additional year until the applicant reaches an age 
divisible by fi ve

Science
     
     The Science De part ment offers courses at the gen er al, ad vanced 
and IB levels. All students need a minimum of three (3) science 
credits in Grades 9-12.  To earn an Ad vanced Studies Di plo ma, 
stu dents must com plete four (4) credits in sci ence.  SOL end-of-
course tests are given in earth sci ence, biology, and chem is try.

Earth Science (4210) SOL COURSE
Prerequisite: None
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 4.0 NCAA

Earth Science is a content based course designed to 
de vel op an un der stand ing of the in ter re la tion ships between 
me te o rol o gy, ge ol o gy, ocean og ra phy, and as tron o my.  Hands-
on activities and vi su al aides provide emphasis and in ter pret 
the con tin u al chang es of the earth.  Key topics in clude 
Vir gin ia’s geologic de vel op ment, nat u ral re sourc es, and the 
Earth’s com po si tion, struc ture, his to ry, and to tal en vi ron ment.

Biology (4310) SOL COURSE
Prerequisite:  Earth Science or Grade 10
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 4.0 NCAA

Biology provides a de tailed understanding of liv ing sys tems.  
Emphasis is on lab o ra to ry activities with con trolled ex per i ments 
and dissection.  Key topics include bio chem i cal life pro cess es, 
cellular or ga ni za tion, clas si fi  ca tion, ge net ics, evo lu tion, ecol-
ogy, and hu man biology.  It presents the fun da men tals of 
science stress ing the im por tance of sci en tif ic re search 
and the ap pli ca tion of sci en tifi  c con cepts to ev ery day life.  

Chemistry (4410) SOL COURSE
Prerequisite: Grade 11 or 12; Algebra 1, Earth Sci ence, and 

Biology. A B or better in Algebra 1 is recommended.
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 4.0 NCAA

The main objective of this col lege pre pa ra to ry course is to 
provide a ba sic un der stand ing of the concepts of chem is try 
nec es sary to study at the college or nursing school lev el.  
Units of study in clude the the o ries and math e mat i cal con cepts 
of matter, phys i cal/chem i cal chang es, the mole con cept of 
equa tions and re lat ed math e mat i cal prob lems, the pe ri od ic 
table, atom ic/mo lec u lar struc tures, and a brief in tro duc tion 
to or gan ic and nu cle ar chem is tries, and acids and bases.             

Chemistry: Pre-IB (4410IB) SOL COURSE
Prerequisite: A grade of "B" or better in Algebra 1 is 

strongly recommended, and must be enrolled in or have 
completed Algebra 2: Pre-IB or Algebra 2

Credit: 1.0 GPA: 4.5 NCAA

This course is for stu dents pre par ing to take IB science cours es 
dur ing their jun ior and se nior years or for juniors seeking a more 
rigorous Chemistry experience.  This is an ac cel er at ed Chem -
is try course with a sig nifi   cant con cen tra tion of lab o ra to ry work.

Anatomy and Physiology (4330)
Prerequisite: Grade 12; IB Biology 1 or Biology
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 4.0 NCAA

This course is de signed for students in twelfth grade who 
are in ter est ed in advanced science, nurs ing, pharmacy, or 
oth er medically related fi elds.  Basic chem is try of the body, 
cells and tissues, and the nine systems of the ver te brate 
an i mal are studied.  Spe cial emphasis is placed on mam-
 ma li an dis sec tion—at least 25% of the course time is de-
 vot ed to dis sec tion.  Dis sec tion gloves will not be pro vid ed.                                                                                         
                          
Physics (4510)
Prerequisite: Must have completed or be enrolled in Al-

 ge bra 2; strong math skills are recommended
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 4.0 NCAA
               

Physics serves as a general background for fur ther 
study in any of the sciences and for cultural appreciation 
of the phys i cal prin ci ples of the uni verse.  This lab o ra to ry 
course in cludes the study of waves, me chan ics, mo-
 men tum, en er gy, vectors, fi elds, and electricity.  Stu dents 
who ex pect to study en gi neer ing (all types), medicine, or 
any science dis ci pline are ad vised to enroll in physics.                                                                                            
                                             
Physical Science 2 (4610)
Prerequisite: Grade 11 or 12; Earth Sci. &  Biology
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 4.0 NCAA
      

This laboratory-based course is an overview of chem-
 is try and physics.  Major areas studied include chem i cal 
and phys i cal chang es, the periodic ta ble, nu cle ar re-
 ac tions, tem per a ture and heat, sound, light, elec tric i ty 
and mag ne tism, work, force and motion.  Stu dents in-
vestigate topics through ex per i men ta tion, and re search.  
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Environmental Ecology (4611)
Prerequisite: Grade 11 or 12; Earth Sci. or Biology
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 4.0 NCAA
      

Environmental Ecol o gy cov er s the following areas: 
biodiversity, population studies, pollution, natural re-
sources, ec o sys tems and biomes, atmosphere and climate 
change, and food and agriculture. Students will investigate 
these areas through projects, lab work, and dis cus sions.  

IB Biology 1 (4380IB) SOL COURSE
Prerequisite: Grade 11 or 12; Chemistry
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 5.0 NCAA

This is the fi rst year of a two-year course that will fulfi ll 
the sci ence re quire ment at the high er level for the In ter na -
tion al Bac ca lau re ate Di plo ma.  This course may be taken 
by seniors as an advanced Biology course.  This high er 
lev el bi ol o gy course ap plies the tech niques and ap proach 
of the ex per i men tal sci enc es.  This study is undertaken at a 
variety of levels and concentrates on the molecular level of 
biology.  Topics include: Characteristics of Life, Classifi ca-
tion, Biochemistry, Cells, Energy Trans for ma tions, Genetics, 
Cell Re pro duc tion, Evolution and Ecology.  This course is 
recommended for students interested in pursuing a career 
in the life sciences.  An emphasis will be placed on the 
development of laboratory skills, data collection, analysis 
and scientifi c graphingl  Tests and laboratory assessments 
will focus on experimental design and critical thinking skills.

IB Biology 2 (4390IB) 
Prerequisite: Grade 12; IB Biology 1; A grade of “C” or bet-

ter in IB Biology 1 is strongly recommended.
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 5.0 NCAA

This is the second year of a two-year course that will 
ful fi ll the sci ence re quire ment at the high er level for the 
In ter na tion al Bac ca lau re ate Di plo ma.  This higher level 
biology course ap plies the tech niques and ap proach of the 
ex per i men tal sci enc es.  This study is un der tak en at a va ri ety 
of levels from the organism level to that of the biosphere, 
each with its own distinctive approaches and meth ods.  
Students will be presented an in-depth review of the IB BIo 
1 course including additional information pertinent to the 
IB BIology exam.  Students will complete several self-de-
signed labs as well as contribute to the IB Sciences 10-hour 
project.  Topics of emphasis will be Genetic Studies, Hu-
man Physiology, Evolution, Ecology, and Conservation.  

IB Chemistry (4480IB)
Prerequisite: Chemistry; A grade of "B" or better in Chem-

 is try is strong ly recommended
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 5.0 NCAA 

This IB course applies an advanced ap proach to  study ing 
chem is try. Stu dents will explore core chem i cal con cepts in 
depth while looking into the ap pli ca tion of chem is try in the 
world around us. This course is de signed to meet the needs of 
the sixth subject or the IB Diploma science re quire ment.  Stu-
 dents will be re quired to do a group project re lat ed to the study 
of science.  This course is also rec om mend ed for stu dents 
in ter est ed in pur su ing a ca reer in the applied sciences.

IB Physics (4580IB)
Prerequisite: Physics; A grade of "B" or better in Phys ics is 

strong ly recommended
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 5.0 NCAA VWCC 

Offered as a second year of Physics, IB Physics allows 
a deep er and more mathematical in ves ti ga tion of phys ics 
concepts as well as investigation into topics not cov ered 
in the first year Physics course, in clud ing as tro phys ics 
and the history of science. This course will fulfill either 
the sixth sub ject or the IB Di plo ma science re quire ment. 
Students will engage in lec ture, problem solv ing, lab 
work, and a group project re lat ed to the study of science. 

Special Ed u ca tion
    
     All special education students and their parents or guard-
 ians participate in developing an individualized ed u ca tion al 
program (IEP) of studies.  Students who take non-SOL-
driv en content courses in special ed u ca tion will re ceive an 
IEP Diploma.  Special ed u ca tion students earning a Stan dard 
Diploma must pass required SOL tests or par tic i pate in sum-
 mer remediation.
Please note the following: 
• Students who have not passed the English 8 SOL or need 
extra remediation for English 11 SOLs are encouraged to 
participate in the Supplemental Skills English class.
• Students who have not passed the Math 8 SOL or need 
extra remediation for Algebra 1 or Geometry SOLs are 
encouraged to participate in the Supplemental Skills Math 
class.
• Students may take Education for Work in Grades 10, 11, 
12 and work with area agencies in an ap pro pri ate school-
to-work transition plan.

Education for Work 1: EFW 1 (0960)
Prerequisite:  Special Education Students in Grade 10, 11, 

or 12
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

This course is rec om mend ed for those stu dents pre par ing 
for the world of work following high school.  In struc tion will 
in clude:  reasons people work, interests, aptitudes and skills, 
job selection, locating employers and career ex plo ra tion, plan-
 ning and decision making.  Stu dents will have the op por tu ni ty 
to com plete sim u la tion activities, interest and ap ti tude inven-
tories as well as regular textbook prac tic es.  Class ac tiv i ties 
will in clude lec ture/dem on stra tion, group pro cess, in di vid u al 
projects and guest lectures and fi eld trips as ap pro pri ate.

Education for Work 2: Co-op 
(0961) (0962) (0964) 
Prerequisite:  Credit determined by case manager through 

IEP
Credit:  1.0-3.0 GPA:  4.0

This course is avail able to students who will be join ing 
the work force fol low ing graduation and will need shad-
 ow ing, mentoring or su per vised on-the-job experiences.
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Resource (0971-Sem 1; 0970-Sem 2)
Prerequisite:  Special Education Students in Grade 9, 10, 

11, or 12
Credit:  0.0 GPA:  4.0

This class is designed for students requiring ad di tion al 
ac a dem ic support beyond the regular class room.  Focus is 
given to de vel op ing learning and study strategies.  Stu dents 
will be ex pect ed to defi ne com pen sa to ry skills to facilitate 
active learning in the reg u lar classroom setting.  Class ac-
 tiv i ties will include but not be limited to time man age ment, 
goal setting, problem solv ing and as sign ment anal y sis.

Supplemental Skills E 
(S0908A - 1st Sem; S0908B - 2nd Sem)
Prerequisite:  Determined by Case Manager through IEP
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

This semester course is designed to im prove reading, 
grammar, and writing composition processes with intent 
to increase those skills nec es sary for the mastery of the 
English 8 and/or English 11 SOL. Students will have both 
group and individualized activities based on as sessed needs.

Supplemental Skills M 
(S0909A - 1st Sem; S0909B - 2nd Sem)                    
Prerequisite:  Determined by Case Manager through IEP
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

This semester course is designed to im prove math pro-
 cess es with in tent to increase those skills nec es sary for suc-
cess in the student's general ed. math class, as well as mas-
tery of the Algebra 1 and Geometry SOLs. Students will have 
group and  in di vid u al ized ac tiv i ties based on as sessed needs.

Occupational Work 
and Fam i ly Studies (S0160)
Prerequisite: Determined by Case Manager through IEP
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 4.0

This course is designed for special education stu dents 
who are interested in home mak ing, job skills, and con-
 sum er buy ing prac tic es.  It stress es ac cept ing re spon si -
bil i ty, mak ing homes safe and at trac tive, care of cloth-
 ing;  plan ning; pre par ing and serv ing nu tri tious, at trac tive 
foods; and car ing for children.  Stu dents will also have 
a unit on leisure time activities.  Class ac tiv i ties include 
lec ture-dem on stra tion, labs, and in di vid u al projects.

Consumer Mathematics (S0317)
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of two years of math; 

Recommended for Grade 11, 12
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0

Consumer Math e mat ics is designed to increase stu dents’ 
understanding and applications of basic con sum er skills 
that will help prepare them for making wise de ci sions dur-
ing “life after graduation.” It includes the study of personal 
income and banking, purchasing food and cloth ing, renting 
or buy ing a place to live, the purchase and maintenance 
of a car including insurance and taxes. Also included are 

the ap pli ca tions of ratios, proportions, per cents and the 
mathematics of budgeting personal in come. This course is 
recommended for juniors and se niors as a fi nal math course.

Computer Applications (S6611)
Prerequisite:  None
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

Computer Ap pli ca tions is an elementary level course 
de signed for the beginning computer users.  Students will 
be come fa mil iar with computer hardware and various types 
of soft ware usage (word processing, spreadsheets, da ta -
bas es, graph ics and telecommunications) through hands-on 
ac tiv i ties.  This course is recommended for special needs 
stu dents and students with very low computer skills.

Technology Ed u ca tion

Basic Technical Drawing (8435)
(Pre-Engineering)   
Prerequisite:  Grade 10
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 4.0   VWCC

This course is the fi rst in a se ries of en gi neer ing cours es 
ex plain ing the fun da men tals of draft ing.  Students discover 
and de vel op their talents in ba sic draft ing with re spect to 
in dus tri al processes.  Ex pe ri ence will be gained with all 
draw ing tools and equipment with ex ten sive use of com put er-
aid ed draft ing.  All tools and equipment are pro vid ed to the 
stu dent at no cost.  Students may dual enroll in this class.

Engineering Drawing (8436)
Prerequisite:  Basic Technical Drawing
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 4.0   VWCC

En gi neer ing Drawing is a continuation of Ba sic Tech ni cal 
Drawing with em pha sis on mechanical en gi neer ing.  Stu dents 
ex pe ri ence in great er depth the skills and tech niques of me-
 chan i cal en gi neer ing in a laboratory-oriented course.  Typ i cal 
en gi neer ing design prob lems will be stressed and ex plored.  
There will be ad vanced as sign ments and ap pli ca tions in com-
 put er-aid ed de sign.  All tools and equip ment are pro vid ed to 
the stu dent at no cost. Students may dual enroll in this class. 

Architectural Drawing (8437)
Prerequisite:  Basic Technical Drawing
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 4.0   VWCC

Architectural Drawing emphasizes de sign ing a home of 
the stu dent’s choice and making a com plete set of plans for 
that home.  The stu dent will draw fl oor plans; elec tri cal plans; 
exterior el e va tions; detail draw ing of walls, stairs, fi re plac es, 
and oth er il lus tra tions of the house.  Ad vanced ap pli ca tions in 
computer-aided de sign will be stressed heavi ly.  This course 
provides in for ma tion help ful to the future ho me own er, home-
builder, interior de sign er, in te ri or dec o ra tor, or future archi-
tect.   All nec es sary tools and equip ment are fur nished to the 
stu dent at no cost.  Students may dual enroll in this class.



29

Photography 1 (8494A)
Prerequisite:  Grade 11 or 12 or recommendation of art 

instructor or publications advisor
Credit: 0.5 GPA: 4.0

In this semester course students will study the basic 
pro cess es in volved in pho tog ra phy.  They will study op -
er a tion of a 35mm cam era, develop film, and en large  
pho to graphs.  Through class room in struc tion, in de pen -
dent study and hands-on ac tiv i ties, stu dents will de vel op 
their cre ative abil i ties.  Stu dents are re quired to pur -
chase their own fi lm and pa per at a cost of ap prox i -
mate ly $30.  Stu dents DO NOT need their own cameras.

Introduction to Architecture (8492)
Prerequisite:  None
Credit: 0.5 GPA: 4.0

 Introduction to Architecture is a semester course designed 
to allow students a chance to gain knowledge of the function 
of the architect as well as house plans, design and layout.  
Students will gain experience by designing and drawing 
plans for a client while acting as the architect.  The plans will 
include fl oor plans, wall details, elevations and electrical plans.

Trades & 
Industrial Education

Trades and Industrial courses prepare stu dents for ad -
di tion al tech ni cal train ing or for part-time and full-time 
em ploy ment in auto technology, auto body, or welding. 
These courses are available to all students—male or fe-
male. Interested students are encouraged to visit classes 
and/or meet with teachers during the registration pro cess.

Auto Body 1 (8676)
Prerequisite:  Grade 10, 11, or 12; Welding Exploratory 

Rec om mend ed
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 Class Size of 15

Auto Body 1 is a one-period year course de signed to 
train stu dents for en try level em ploy ment in the auto body 
ser vice area. Stu dents will re ceive train ing in all phas es of 
re stor ing dam aged ve hi cles.  Auto Body 1 students may 
par tic i pate in lo cal, state, and national Skills USA events.  
Skills USA Club mem ber ship is recommended.  Accep-
tance in class may re quire sub mis sion of an application.
Senior non-completers may enroll on a space-avail able ba sis.

Auto Body 2 (8677)
Prerequisite:  Auto Body 1
Credit:  2.0   GPA:  4.0   Class Size of 20   

Auto Body 2 is  a two-period block, yearlong course de-
 signed to ad vance students for em ploy ment in the auto body 
ser vice area.  Stu dents will be trained on mod ern up-to-date 
equip ment in clud ing a com plete paint booth.  Auto Body  2 

stu dents may par tic i pate in local, state, and na tion al Skills 
USA events.  Skills USA Club mem ber ship is rec om mend ed.

 
Auto Body 3 (8678A)
Prerequisite:   Auto Body 2
Credit:   2.0-3.0   GPA: 4.0   Class Size of 20   

Auto Body 3 is  a two-period block, yearlong course de-
 signed to ad vance students for em ploy ment in the auto body 
ser vice area.  Stu dents will be trained on mod ern up-to-date 
equip ment in clud ing a com plete paint booth.  Dur ing the school 
year stu dents may be em ployed on a co-op basis.  Auto Body  
3 stu dents may par tic i pate in local, state, and na tion al Skills 
USA events.  Skills USA Club mem ber ship is rec om mend ed. 

Auto Service Technology 1 (8506)
Prerequisite:  Grade 10, 11; Small Engines and Welding 

Exploratory Recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 Class Size of 15

Auto Service Technology 1 is a one-period yearlong 
course de signed to train stu dents for en try level em ploy ment 
in auto me chan ics.  Students of all genders will be trained 
in se lect ed phas es of re pair ing au to mo biles.  Stu dents will 
be in tro duced to local, state, and national Skills USA or ga ni z-
a tions.  Ac cep tance may re quire sub mis sion of an ap pli ca tion.  
Senior non-completers may enroll on a space-avail able basis.

Auto Service Technology 2 (8507)
Prerequisite:  Auto Service Technology 1 and in struc tor 

permission.
Credit:  2.0   GPA:  4.0   Class Size of 20   

Auto Service Technology 2 is a two-period block, year long 
course de signed to train students of all genders for entry level 
em ploy ment or for fur ther ed u ca tion in a tech ni cal school. The 
cur ric u lum in cludes an in-depth study of ad vanced phas es of 
re pair ing au to mo biles.  Stu dents may par tic i pate in lo cal, state, 
and national Skills USA events.  Skills USA Club mem ber ship 
is rec om mend ed.  Se lect ed se niors will par tic i pate in a trou ble -
shoot ing con test for schol ar ship awards and em ploy ment op-
 por tu ni ties.  A technical ability test and application may apply.

Auto Service Technology 3 (8508A)
Prerequisite:  Auto Service Technology 2 and in struc tor 

permission.
Credit:  2.0-3.0   GPA: 4.0   Class Size of 20   

Auto Service Technology 3 is a two-period block, year-
 long course de signed to train students of all genders for 
en try level em ploy ment or for fur ther ed u ca tion in a tech-
 ni cal school. The cur ric u lum in cludes an in-depth study of 
ad vanced phas es of re pair ing au to mo biles.  Dur ing the 
school year, stu dents must be em ployed on a co-op ba sis.  
Stu dents may par tic i pate in lo cal, state, and na tion al Skills 
USA events.  Skills USA membership is recommended.  
Se lect ed se niors will par tic i pate in a trou ble shoot ing con-
 test for schol ar ship awards and em ploy ment opportunities.



Welding Exploratory (9070)
Prerequisite:  None
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0

Welding Exploratory is a semester course designed to intro-
duce students to welding and to teach basic skills in oxy-fuel 
welding and cutting, plasma cutting, GMAW (Mig welding), 
and SMAW (Arc welding).  The safe use of basic tools such 
as right angle grinders, pedestal grinders, drill presses, 
band saws, and sheet metal breaks will also be practiced.

Intro to Automotive Mechanics (9071)
Prerequisite:  None
Credit:  0.5 GPA:  4.0   Class Size of 15

     This semester course is designed to introduce students 
to automobile maintenance and repair. Areas of coverage 
include; using shop equipment, tools and their proper use, 
vehicle appearance and detailing, vehicle maintenance such 
as tire rotation, repair and replacement, recognizing wear 
problems, oil/fi lter and fl uids checks and changes. Safety and 
work ethic development are continually taught. All genders 
are welcome!

Welding 1 (8672)
Prerequisite: Welding Exploratory recommended; 

Grade 10 or 11
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 4.0

 Welding 1 is a one period year-long course designed 
to teach oxy-fuel welding and cutting, plasma cutting, 
GMAW (Mig welding), SMAW (Arc welding), and GTAW 
(TIG welding).  All basic welding joints will be covered.  
Blueprint reading will be taught throughout the program.  
Students will be encouraged to participate in SkillsUSA.

Welding 2 (8673)
Prerequisite: Welding 1; Grade 11 or 12
Credit: 2.0 GPA: 4.0   VWCC

 This is a two period block year-long course.  All 
welding processes, joints, and positions will be em-
phasized.  Repair and production of major projects is 
encouraged.  Students may participate in Skills USA.

Welding 3 (8674)
Prerequisite: Welding 2; Grade 12
Credit: 2.0 GPA: 4.0

 This is a two period block year-long course that em-
phasizes continued practice in all welding processes and 
positions.  Coop opportunities exist for students to work in 
industry while being supervised by the instructor and indus-
try professionals.

World Lan guages
     
     The World Lan guages De part ment offers fi ve years of four 
lan guag es:  French, German, Span ish, and Latin.  Stu dents 
are not re quired to take a for eign lan guage to grad u ate from 
high school. How ev er, an Ad vanced Stud ies Di plo ma re quires 
three years of one lan guage or two years each of two lan-
 guag es.  Pro fi  cien cy in a for eign lan guage can be an as set 
in ap ply ing to a se lec tive college or in com pet ing in to day’s 
job mar ket.  Stu dents who are can di dates for the IB di plo ma 
or cer tifi   cate may choose French, Ger man, Latin, or Span ish 
as Lan guage B.

French
French 1 (5110)
Prerequisite:  A grade of "C" or better in current English 

class is strongly rec om mend ed
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

This course is designed to help students learn el-
 e men ta ry French.  Lis ten ing and speak ing skills are 
stressed with lim it ed read ing and writing.  Ba sic gram-
 mar is stud ied; there fore, a strong back ground in En glish 
gram mar is rec om mend ed.  Stu dents learn to con verse 
using ev ery day French vo cab u lary.  The ge og ra phy and 
the cul ture of France and other French speaking coun tries 
are in tro duced through maps, read ings, videos and DVDs.  
            
French 2 (5120)
Pre req ui site: French 1; A grade of "C" or better in French 1 

is strongly recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

French 2 further de vel ops the skills of lis ten ing, speak-
 ing, read ing and writ ing in the lan guage.  A more formal 
study of gram mar and vo cab u lary build ing is stressed and 
ac com plished through drills, read ings, and writ ten orig i nal 
para graphs.  Cul tur al aware ness de vel op ment con tin ues.    

French 3 (5130)
Prerequisite:  French 2; A grade of "C" or better in French 2 

is strongly recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

This course is designed for the se ri ous lan guage stu dent 
who has ex celled in Lev els 1 and 2.  It of fers an in-depth 
study of gram mar and vo cab u lary which pro vide the means for 

At ten tion World 
Lan guage Stu dents

Students requesting a fi rst 
year World Language MUST 
make an alternate language 

choice as well. 



stu dent ex pres sion in spo ken and writ ten form.  Em pha sis is 
placed on the student’s ability to re spond to and com mu ni cate 
prac ti cal needs and opin ions and to ex tract in for ma tion from 
dif fer ent texts.  Daily class par tic i pa tion in the language is 
ex pect ed.  The course fulfi lls the re quire ment for the ad vanced 
stud ies di plo ma as well as pre par ing stu dents for the next 
two lev els of the In ter na tion al Bac ca lau re ate course of study.   

IB French 1-French 4 (5142IB)
Prerequisite:  French 3; A grade of “B” or better in French 3 

is strongly recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0 NCAA

                                                 
This course pre pares the stu dent for the fi nal year of IB 

study.  Oral pre sen ta tions, text han dling, port fo lio prep a ra tion, 
and the de vel op ment of lis ten ing com pre hen sion skills are 
em pha sized.  The pur chase of a blank cassette is re quired.                                                                                          
                                
IB French 2-French 5 (5152IB)
Prerequisite:  French 4; A grade of “B” or better in French 4 

is strongly recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0 NCAA

This course prepares the student to take the IB French 
ex am i na tion at the stan dard level. Stu dents will de vel op 
the ability to ef fec tive ly com mu ni cate oral ly, through writ-
ing, and in re sponse to spo ken lan guage.  Stu dents will 
have the op por tu ni ty to reach a high degree of compe-
tence in French and explore the cultures using the lan-
guage. The pur chase of a blank cas sette tape is re quired.

                                                                                        

 Latin
Latin 1 (5310)
Prerequisite:  A grade of "C" or better in current English 

class is strongly recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

Students will acquire knowl edge of basic Lat in grammar 
and vo cab u lary and will observe Roman life by fol low ing the 
ex pe ri enc es of the Cor ne lian family.  Ex ten sive vo cab u lary 
work with En glish words de rived from Latin helps stu dents 
build their En glish vo cab u lary.* Lat in I also lays the foun da tion 
for the study of mod ern for eign lan guag es and helps stu dents 
un der stand vo cab u lary, syn tax, and gram mar of their own 
lan guage.  The study of Lat in may be a benefi t in ca reers such 
as med i cine, law, nurs ing, phar ma cy, sci ence and busi ness.  
*Studies have shown that Latin students have high er SAT 
verbal scores than stu dents who have not tak en Latin.

Latin 2 (5320)
Prerequisite:  Latin 1; A grade of "C" or better in Latin 1 is 

strongly recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

Students will continue their study of Latin gram-
 mar and vo cab u lary and Roman life with the Cor ne lian 
fam i ly.  By the end of Lat in 2, stu dents will be able to 
read Lat in au thors with con fi  dence.  Latin 2 fur ther de-
 vel ops read ing, writ ing, speak ing and lis ten ing skills. 

                                        
Latin 3 (5330)   
Prerequisite:  Latin 2; A “C” or better in Latin 2 is strongly 

recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA 
 
     This course is designed for the student who has ex-
celled in Latin 1 & 2.  Students will continue vocabulary and 
derivative acquisition and will complete the study of basic 
Latin grammar.  Thos skills will enable students to begin 
reading authentic Latin literature and to develop transla-
tion skills.  All readings are studied in their historical and 
cultural contexts.  The course fulfi lls the requirement for 
the advanced studies diploma as well as prepares students 
for the next two levels of the International Baccalaureate 
course of study.

IB Latin 1-Latin 4 (5340IB)   
Prerequisite:  Latin 3; A “B” or better in Latin 3 is strongly 

recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0 NCAA VWCC

     Students will improve vo cab u lary, gram mar and trans-
 la tion skills as they read se lec tions from a va ri ety of Roman 
au thors.  They will study any cul tur al top ics rel e vant to the 
literature and relate the con tent to the social and political 
world of the lit er ary piece.  Students will con cen trate on au-
 thors such as Ovid, Vergil, Horace, and Catullus and study 
met ri cal pat terns of Latin po et ry. 
          
IB Lat in 2-Latin 5 (5350IB)
Prerequisite:  Latin 4; A “B” or better in Latin 4 is strongly 

recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0 NCAA VWCC

Students will improve vo cab u lary, gram mar and trans la tion 
skills as they read se lec tions from a va ri ety of Roman au thors.  
They will study any cul tur al top ics rel e vant to the literature 
and relate the con tent to the social and political world of the 
lit er ary piece.  Students will con cen trate on au thors such as 
Ovid, Vergil, Horace, and Catullus and study met ri cal pat terns 
of Latin po et ry.  Stu dents may test at the end of IB Latin 2.

Spanish
Spanish 1 (5510)
Prerequisite:  A grade of "C" or better in current English 

class is strongly recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

This course is designed to help stu dents learn el e men ta ry 
Spanish. Lis ten ing and speak ing skills are stressed with lim-
 it ed read ing and writ ing.  Ba sic gram mar is stud ied; there fore, 
a strong back ground in En glish gram mar is rec om mend ed.  
Stu dents learn to con verse us ing ev ery day Span ish vo cab u-
 lary.  The ge og ra phy and the cul ture of Spanish-speaking 
coun tries are in tro duced through maps, readings, and vid eos.  
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Spanish 2 (5520)
Prerequisite:  Spanish 1; A grade of "C" or better in Spanish 

1 is strongly recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

Spanish 2 further de vel ops the skills of lis ten ing, speak-
 ing, reading, and writ ing in the lan guage.  A more for mal 
study of gram mar and vo cab u lary build ing is stressed and 
ac com plished through drills, read ings, and writ ten orig i nal 
para graphs.  Cul tur al aware ness de vel op ment con tin ues.                                            

Spanish 3 (5530)
Prerequisite: Spanish 2; A grade of "C" or better in Spanish 

2 is strongly recommended
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 4.0 NCAA

                                
This course is designed for the serious lan guage stu dent 

who has ex celled in Lev els 1 and 2.  It of fers an in-depth 
study of gram mar and vo cab u lary which provides the means 
for stu dent ex pres sion in spo ken and writ ten form.  Em pha sis 
is placed on the stu dent’s abil i ty to re spond to and com mu -
ni cate prac ti cal needs and opin ions and to ex tract in for ma tion 
from dif fer ent texts.  Daily class par tic i pa tion is ex pect ed.  
The course ful fi lls the re quire ment for the ad vanced stud-
 ies di plo ma as well as pre par ing stu dents for the next two 
lev els of the In ter na tion al Bac ca lau re ate course of study.

   
IB Spanish 1-Spanish 4 (5542IB)
Prerequisite: Spanish 3; A grade of “B” or better in Span ish 

3 is strong ly recommended
Credit: 1.0 GPA: 5.0 NCAA

This course pre pares the stu dent for the fi nal year of IB 
study. Oral pre sen ta tions, text han dling, port fo lio prep a ra tion, 
and the de vel op ment of lis ten ing com pre hen sion skills are 
em pha sized.  The pur chase of a blank cas sette is re quired.                                                        
                                            
IB Spanish 2-Span ish 5 (5552IB)
Prerequisite: Spanish 4; A grade of “B” or better in Span ish 

4 is strongly recommended
Credit: 1.0 GPA:  5.0 NCAA

This course pre pares the stu dent to take the IB Span ish 
ex am i na tion at the stan dard lev el. Stu dents will de vel op 
the abil i ty to ef fec tive ly com mu ni cate orally, through writ-
 ing, and in re sponse to spo ken language.  Students will 
have the op por tu ni ty to reach a high degree of compe-
tence in Span ish and explore the cultures using the lan-
guage.  The pur chase of a blank cas sette tape is re quired.  

German
German 1 (5210)
Prerequisite:  A grade of "C" or better in current English 

class is strongly recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

This course is designed to help students learn el e men ta ry 
German. Lis ten ing and speak ing skills are stressed with lim-
 it ed read ing and writing.  Ba sic gram mar is stud ied; there fore, 
a strong back ground in En glish gram mar is rec om mend ed.  

Stu dents learn to con verse using ev ery day Ger man vo cab u-
 lary.  The ge og ra phy and culture of the German-speaking 
world is in tro duced through maps, read ings, and vid eos.

                                          
German 2 (5220)
Prerequisite:  German 1; A grade of "C" or better in German 

1 is strongly recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

German 2 offers a re view of the basic gram mar and vo-
 cab u lary pre sent ed in German 1.  The course in cludes an 
in ten sive study of gram mar and vo cab u lary. While lis ten ing 
and speaking con tin ue to be em pha sized, the skills of read ing 
and writ ing are de vel oped.  Upon the com ple tion of Ger man 
2, stu dents should be able to con verse with ease on top-
 ics rel e vant to daily liv ing and to ex press ideas cor rect ly in 
writ ten form.   In-depth study of German cul ture con tin ues.  

                                            
German 3 (5230)
Prerequisite:  German 2; A grade of "C" or better in German 

2 is strongly recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  4.0 NCAA

This course is designed for the serious lan guage stu dent 
who has ex celled in Lev els 1 and 2.  It of fers an in-depth 
study of gram mar and vo cab u lary which pro vide the means 
for stu dent ex pres sion in spo ken and writ ten form.  Em pha sis 
is placed on the stu dent’s abil i ty to re spond to and com mu -
ni cate prac ti cal needs and opin ions and to ex tract in for ma tion 
from dif fer ent texts.  Daily class par tic i pa tion is ex pect ed.  
The course ful fi lls the re quire ment for the ad vanced stud-
 ies di plo ma as well as pre par ing stu dents for the next two 
levels of the In ter na tion al Bac ca lau re ate course of study.   

IB German 1-German 4 (5242IB)
Prerequisite:  German 3; A grade of “B” or better in German 

3 is strong ly recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0 NCAA VWCC

This course prepares the student for the final year 
of IB study.  Oral pre sen ta tions, text han dling, port-
 fo lio prep a ra tion, ad vanced gram mar, and the de vel -
op ment of l is ten ing com pre hen sion and speaking 
skills are em pha sized.  Summer work is required.                                                                       
   
IB German 2-German 5 (5252IB)
Prerequisite:  German 4; A grade of “B” or better in German 

4 is strong ly recommended
Credit:  1.0 GPA:  5.0 NCAA VWCC

This course prepares the student to take the IB Ger man ex-
 am i na tion at the stan dard level. Stu dents will develop the abil-
ity to ef fec tive ly com mu ni cate orally, through writ ing, and in re-
 sponse to spo ken lan guage.  Students will have the opportunity 
to reach a high degree of com pe tence in German and explore 
the cultures using the language. Summer work is re quired.
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Governor's Career and Technical Academy
    
 The regional center for the study of engineering, advanced mechatronics, culinary arts, 
and air conditioning and refrigeration is a career pathways focused half-day program de-
signed for eleventh and twelfth grade students from Craig County, Botetourt County, Franklin 
County, Roanoke County, Roanoke City, and the City of Salem, who have creative, capable 
minds and a strong interest in applied academics. 
    The Academy will make every effort to stress critical skills and behaviors identifi ed as being 
the most important skills and behaviors for success for workers in modern business integrat-
ing core academic, workplace readiness skills, and enhanced computer literacy into all cur-
ricula.  
    Students will be awarded 1 weighted credit for each semester of full time attendance at 
the academy.  Full time attendance is defi ned as 8:30AM-10:45AM Monday through Friday.  
Transportation to and from the academy will be the responsibility of the parent/guardian.

 Salem High School students may apply to participate in the following programs:

Advanced Technology in Mechatronics
 The Advanced Technology program is designed to 
challenge the student with hands-on experience and 
training in basic concepts of the electromechanical 
engineering technology field. At completion students 
should possess the basic level for skills required for 
continued training in the Advanced Technology field.

Class     Course Name        Sem
EGR 105     Intro to Prob Solving in Tech        F2
ETR 113      D.C. & A.C. Circuits         S1
EGR 216     Comp. Methods in Eng. & Tech.        F1
IND 116     Applied Technology         S1
ETR 286     Principles & Applications of Robotics        F2
IND 113       Materials & Processes of Manufact.        S2
EGR 123     Intr. to Engineering Design         F1
MEC 162     Applied Hydraulics & Pneumatics        F1
IND 250     Intro to Basic Comp. Integrated         F2  
      Manufacturing
IND 251     Automated Manufacturing Systems I        S2

Engineering
 The career studies program in Engineering is de-
signed for persons who plan to pursue an Associate of 
Science Degree in Engineering. The following engineer-
ing fi elds are supported by this program: aerospace and 
ocean, biological systems, chemical, civil and environ-
mental, electrical and computer, engineering science 
and mechanics, industrial and systems engineering, 
material science, mechanical, mining and minerals
Class     Course Name        Sem
EGR 124      Intro to Eng. & Eng. Methods        F1
EGR 126      Intro to Eng. & Eng. Methods          F1
EGR 216      Comp. Methods in Eng. & Technology       F1
EGR 120      Introduction to Engineering        S1
EGR 140      Engineering Mechanics - Statics        S1
EGR 125      Introduction to Engineering Methods        S1
EGR 246     Mechanics of Materials         F2
EGR 251     Basic Electric Circuits I/Lab        F2
         255  
EGR 123     Introduction to Engineering Design        F2
EGR 245     Engineering Mechanics - Dynamics        S2
EGR 206     Engineering Economics S2
EGR 285 Capstone Project S2

Air Conditioning and Refrigeration
 The career studies program in Air Conditioning and 
Refrigeration is designed to meet the training needs of 
the student by presenting the essential technical concepts 
and practices of the air conditioning and refrigeration fi eld. 
Class     Course Name        Sem
AIR 121     Air Conditioning and Refrigeration I        F1
AIR 122     Air Conditioning and Refrigeration II        S1
AIR 123     Air Conditioning and Refrigeration III        F2
AIR 165     Air Conditioning Systems I S2
AIR 166     Air Conditioning Systems II        S2
BLD 159     Mechanical Code and          F2
     Certifi cation Preparation
ELE 133     Practical Electricity I         F1
ELE 134     Practical Electricity II         S1
WEL 120     Fundamentals of Welding         F2

For more information, 

speak with your 

School Counselor.
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Have questions about grades? 
Parents are strongly encouraged to use the PowerSchool Parent Portal to keep up 
with their child's grades and progress.  Access the Parent Portal at:

http://powerschool.salem.k12.va.us/public 
   

As a fi rst point of contact, please direct questions about grades to your child.  If after talking 
with your child about his or her grades you still have questions, please use email to con tact 
the teach er directly.  Please keep in mind Salem High School's Grade Posting Practice:

Salem High School’s practice is to have assignments graded and posted online 
within one week (5 school days) of the date on which the assignment was due.  
Please note that alterations to the regular school routine related to student 
and faculty absences, weather-related calendar changes, holidays, and school 
activities will affect this one week deadline on occasion.  Certain types of as-
signments, such as major projects and longer writing assignments, might take 
longer to grade and post.  In such cases, the teacher will notify students of the 
date by which the teacher plans to have the assignment graded and posted.

If you feel a conference with your child's School Counselor is necessary, please feel free to 
contact your child's counselor via email, by calling the school during the day, or by calling 
the counselor's confi dential direct voice mailboxes af ter school hours: 

Steve Kitchen A-D P: (800) 832-1464  E: skitchen@salem.k12.va.us
Buddy Ward E-I P: (800) 832-1607  E: bward@salem.k12.va.us
Regina Meredith J-P P: (800) 832-1622  E: rmeredith@salem.k12.va.us
Kelly Dalaski Q-Z P: (800) 832-1470  E: kdalaski@salem.k12.va.us             
          

SOL Terminology

SOL Content Areas:  
English, Writing, Math e mat ics, Science, 

Social Science, Computer Tech nol o gy and 
End-of-Course Tests

Scaled Score:  
A scale with a range of 0-600.  

A scaled score of 400 or more is “passing.”
Scores below 400 require summer remediation.

Profi ciency Level: 
0-399 = Failing; 400-499 = Pass, Profi cient; 500-600 = Pass, Ad vanced
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Industriousness
(Cornerstone) 

You have to work and you have to work hard.  There is no substitute for work. Worthwhile things come 
only from work. 

Friendship For success, either individually or for a team, there must be a level of friendship.  It is a powerful force 
that comes from mutual esteem, respect, and devotion. 

Loyalty You cannot work to the best of your ability unless you have someone or something to whom you are 
loyal.  Only then do you gain peace and an increasing ability to perform at your highest level. 

Cooperation 
In order to reach the full potential of the group, there must be cooperation at all levels.  This means 
working together in all ways to accomplish the common goal.  And to get cooperation, you must give 
cooperation. 

Enthusiasm
(Cornerstone)

The second powerful cornerstone is Enthusiasm.  You have to like what you are doing; your heart must 
be in it.  Without enthusiasm you can not work up to your fullest ability. 

Self-Control Self control is essential for discipline and mastery of emotions, for discipline of self and those around 
you. 

Alertness
There is something going on around us at all times from which we can acquire knowledge if we are 
alert.  Too often we get lost in our tunnel vision and we don’t see the things that are right in front of us 
for the taking, for the learning. 

Initiative
You must not be afraid to fail.  Initiative is having the courage to make decisions and take action. Keep 
in mind that we all are going to fail at times.  This you must know.  None of us is perfect.  But if you are 
afraid of failure, you will never do the things you are capable of doing. 

Intentness Determination, Persistence, Tenacity, Perseverance 

Condition You must be conditioned for whatever you are doing if you are going to do it to the best of your ability. 

Skill It is at the very center.  You have to know what you are doing and be able to do it quickly and properly. 

Team Spirit Thinking of others.  Losing oneself in the group for the good of the group.  It means being not just 
willing but eager to sacrifice personal interest or glory for the welfare of all. 

Poise Being yourself – not acting.  Not pretending to be something you are not.  Being comfortable with who 
you are – then you will be able to function near your own level of competence. 

Confidence You must have confidence.  You must believe in yourself if you expect others to believe in you. 

Competitive
Greatness

Ultimately, all fourteen building blocks in the Pyramid of Success are necessary for competitive 
greatness. 

Competitive 
Greatness 

Poise Confidence 

Team Spirit SkillCondition 

Self-Control Alertness Initiative Intentness 

Enthusiasm Cooperation Loyalty FriendshipIndustriousness 

ATTENTION SALEM STUDENTS:  Use the information found in the Registration Guide and the 
principles of John Wooden’s Pyramid of Success to make your own personal plan for success.  

Don’t leave out any of the blocks – and make competitive greatness in life your goal!
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Grade 9
Join PTSA

Attend your program plan-
ning conference.

Complete the online Kuder 
career and skills assess-

ments.

Visit the math tutor before 
school when necessary.

Visit the Career Room and 
Media Center.

Prepare all year for end of 
course tests in May/June.

Volunteer!

Participate in 
extracurricular activities.

Use your registration guide.

Use your agenda to plan 
each day.

Attend summer school for 
remediation or enrichment.

Attend school reg u lar ly.
Know school policies.

Give your best effort on all 
standardized tests.

Read to boost all 
achievement scores.

Enjoy high school.

Support the Spartans and be 
proud to be one.

Grade 10
Join PTSA

Update your four-year plan.

Attend College Day. (Sep-
tember)

Take the PSAT.
(October)

Prepare all year for end of 
course tests in May/June.

Meet with military 
recruiters

(Cafeteria on a 
scheduled basis).

Attend the Financial Aid 
Meeting (Dec.) and visit 
the Guidance Department 

website.

Last chance to begin a 
world language to earn 
Adv. Studies Diploma.

Know prerequisites for all 
advanced coursework:  
IB/Dual Enrollment.

Keep a list of ac com -
plish ments and activities 

for college and scholarship 
applications.

Read during summer 
vacation.  It is the secret to 

boosting SAT scores.

Attend school reg u lar ly.
Know school policies.

Enjoy high school.

Support the Spartans and be 
proud to be one.

Grade 11
Join PTSA

Review your four-year plan 
and do a credit check.

Attend College Day. (Sept.)

Take PSAT. (Oct.)

If planning college, 
take the SAT/ACT.

Plan SAT Subject Tests.

Attend SHS SAT
preparation sessions.

Prepare all year for end of 
course tests.

Maintain good grades.

Attend the Financial Aid 
Meeting (Dec.) or visit the 

fi nancial aid website.

Consider IB/Dual-Enroll-
ment Courses.

Talk with representatives 
from colleges.

Develop a list of realistic 
post-secondary choices.

Look for scholarship op-
portunities.

Visit colleges.

Get a summer job.

Ask summer employer for a 
letter of reference for your 

career portfolio.

Support the Spartans and be 
proud to be one.

Grade 12
Join PTSA

Update your four-year plan 
and do a credit check.

Develop a resume and do 
job and college searches in 

the career room.

Attend College Day. (Sep-
tember)

Talk with colleges/military.

Take the ASVAB.  

Register for SAT/ACT

Attend the Financial Aid 
Meeting (Dec.) or visit the 

fi nancial aid website.

Complete FAFSA when 
parents com plete federal 

tax return.

Search for scholarship 
opportunities, and read the 
scholarship lists pub lished 

by Guidance.

Apply for SEF and Chance 
Crawford Scholarships 

Complete college ap pli -
ca tions.  Give teachers 

two weeks notice to write 
recommendations.  Also, 
sign transcript release in 

guidance.

Join Salem Education 
Foundation

Support the Spartans and 
be proud to be one.

Visit the Salem Ed Foundation Online - www.sefandaa.org

High School Planning Guide
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SUGGESTED ELECTIVES
FOR VARIOUS CAREER MAJORS

ENGINEERING:   Basic Technical Drawing, Engineering Draw ing, Computer Programming, 
   Chemistry, Physics, Advanced Math classes, Keyboarding, Computer Solutions,  
   Electricity, Welding

ARCHITECTURE:   Basic Technical Drawing, Architectural Drawing, Computer Programming, 
   Advanced Math Classes, Photography, Art, Physics, Chem is try, Key board ing

LEGAL FIELDS: Drama, World History, Psychology, Sociology, Business Law, Practical   
   Law, World Language, Computer Solutions, Keyboarding

JOURNALISM AND   Newspaper, Keyboarding, Computer Solutions, Desktop Publishing, So ci ol o gy,
COMMUNICATION:  Psychology, World History, World Language, Photography, Photojournalism,  
   Drama, Multimedia Presentations

SERVICE   (Social worker, teacher, psychologist, health career, etc.)  Child De vel op ment, 
PROFESSIONS: Sociology, Psychology, Keyboarding, Computer Solutions, World Lan guage,  
   Drama, Advanced Math, Early Childhood Ed u ca tion, 

HEALTH   Chemistry, Anatomy, Advanced Math, Psychology, Sociology, Athletic   
RELATED:  Training, Child Development, Early Childhood Education, Key board ing, 
   Computer Solutions, Exploring Foods

BUSINESS:  Accounting, Business Law, IB Business & Management, Notehand, Keyboard- 
   ing, Computer Solutions, Com put er Programming, Ad vanced Math,   
   Psychology, So ci ol o gy, World Language, Prac ti cal Law, Computer    
   Information Sys tems, Marketing, Personal Fi nance, Personal Investing, Desk top 
   Publishing, Co op er a tive Offi ce Ed u ca tion (COE), Mul ti me dia Pre sen ta tions

SECRETARIAL    Keyboarding, Computer Solutions, Business Law, Offi ce Systems, Computer  
(PARALEGAL): Information Systems, Practical Law, Multimedia Pre sen ta tions, Com put er   
   Solutions, Accounting, Personal Finance

INTERIOR      Art, Basic Technical Drawing, Sociology, Psychology, Keyboarding, Business  
DESIGN:  Law, Personal Finance, Graphic Arts Design, Computer Art Graphics

PERFORMING    Art Foundations, Painting, Drawing, Graphic Arts Design, Computer Art   
ARTS:   Graphics, IB Art, Chorus, Drama, Theater Production, Band, Flags

NUTRITION/  Exploring Foods, Athletic Training, Weight Training, Chemistry, Anatomy,  
FITNESS:         Team Sports, Recreation Sports, Family & Consumer Sciences
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Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10

English 9 Pre-IB English 10 Pre-IB

Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10

Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10

Ancient World History

College US History*

College US History* College US Government*

Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10

Geometry AFDA

* = Course is Dual Enrolled with Virginia Western Community College

English 10 or English 10 Pre-IBEnglish 9
English 8

English

Earth Science

Biology

Physical
Science

Science Biology or Chemistry Pre-IB

Physics or BiologyChemistry Pre-IB

Adv. Algebra Trig Pre:IB*

Modern World History

Geometry

Geometry/Trig Pre:IB

Math 8/
Pre-Alg.

Math

Geometry Algebra 2, or Algebra 2 Pre:IB

(none required for Standard Diploma 
or for Advanced Diploma if World 
Geography credit earned at ALMS)

Algebra 2 or Algebra 2 Pre-IBGeometry

Algebra 1 Part 2

Algebra 1 Part 2

Algebra 2 Pre-IB (if enrolled in 
Chemistry Pre:IB)

Salem High School Course

Algebra 1 Part 1 
(not a Math credit)

World
Geography

Social
Studies

Algebra 1 Part 2Algebra 1 Part 1 (not a Math credit)



39

Grade 11 Grade 12

English 11 CC English 12 CC

English 11 CP English 12 CP or IB English 1*

IB English 1* IB English 2*

Grade 11 Grade 12

Grade 11 Grade 12

College US Government* IB History 1

IB History 1 IB History 2*

Grade 11 Grade 12

AFDA Algebra 2 or Algebra 2 Pre:IB

Algebra 2 or Algebra 2 Pre:IB Adv. Alg/Trig Pre:IB*, or B Math Studies 1*

Physical Science 2, Chemistry, or Environmental 
Ecology (none required for Standard Diploma)

Chemistry, Chemistry Pre-IB, IB Biology 1, IB 
Chemistry

Anatomy, Physics, IB Biology 2, IB Biology 1, IB 
Chemistry

IB Biology 2, IB Chemistry, IB Physics*, IB Biology, 
Anatomy, Earth Science, BiologyIB Biology 1, IB Chemistry, IB Physics*

IB Math Studies 2*, or IB Calculus*

IB Math Studies 1*, or IB Math Analysis* IB Math Studies 2*, or IB Calculus*

IB Math Studies 1*, or IB Math Analysis*

US Government or College US Government*

Computer Math, AFDA, Algebra 2, or Algebra 2 Pre:IB

Adv. Alg/Trig Pre:IB*, or IB Math Studies 1* Elements of Calculus*, IB Calculus*,  or IB Math 
Studies 2*

Advanced Algebra/Trig Pre:IB*, or IB Math Studies 1*

Sequence Chart

Algebra 2 or Algebra 2 Pre:IB

Geometry

US History or College US History*
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NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse

  Graduate from high school.1
You should apply for certifi cation before graduation if you are sure you wish to participate in athletics as a 
freshman at the college to which you will be admitted.  The Clearinghouse will issue a preliminary cer ti fi  c-
a tion report when you have had all your materials submitted.  After you graduate, if your eligibility in for -
ma tion is requested by a member institution, the Clearinghouse will review your fi nal transcript to make a 
fi nal cer ti fi  ca tion decision according to NCAA standards.

The NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse has 
the following courses on fi le as meeting NCAA 
core course guidelines.  You must have 14 of 

these courses (with minimums noted).  If a course 
is not on the list, you cannot count it.  Subjects 
taken in the eighth grade do not count.

To be certifi ed by the Clearinghouse, you must:  

English
Creative Writing 1
Creative Writing 2
English 10
English 10 Pre-IB
English 11 College Preparatory
English 12 College Preparatory
English 11 Career Communications
English 12 Career Communications
English 9
English 9 Pre-IB
IB English 1
IB English 2
IB Extended Essay 1
IB Extended Essay 2
Speech
Word Power
World Literature

Mathematics (Minimum 2)
Adv. Algebra/Trig.
Algebra 1  
Algebra 1-Parts 1 & 2 (0.5 ea)
Algebra 2  
Algebra 2 Pre-IB
Elements of Calculus Pre-IB 
Geometry  
Geometry/Trig. Pre-IB  
Math Analysis IB  
IB Math 1 - Math  Analysis
IB Math 2
IB Math Studies 1 
IB Math Studies 2  
 

Earn a grade-point average of at least 2.00
in a core curriculum of at least 14 academic courses which were successfully completed during grades 9 
through 12.  Only courses that satisfy the NCAA defi nition of a core course can be used to calculate your 
NCAA GPA.  No special values are allowed for “+” or “-” grades.  The chart on the following page shows 
what your core courses must include at a minimum.

Social Studies
20th Century World History
Am. Government
Am. History
Business Law
College Gov ern ment
College History
Economics
Practical Law
Psychology
Sociology
History 1 - IB
History 2 - IB
Theory of Knowledge IB 1
Theory of Knowledge  IB 2
VA/U.S. Government
VA/U.S. History
World Geography
World History
Modern World History
Ancient World History

Natural/Physical Science (Minimum 20)
Anatomy & Physiology (Lab)
Biology (Lab)
Biology 1/IB  (Lab)
Biology 2/IB  (Lab)
Chemistry  (Lab)
Chemistry Pre-IB  (Lab)
Chemistry SL/IB  (Lab)
Earth Science  (Lab)
Physical Science 2  (Lab)
Physics   (Lab)

Additional Core Courses
Business Law
Classical Mythology
French 1
French 2
French 3
French 4 IB
French 5 IB
German 1
German 2
German 3
German 4 IB
German 5 IB
IB Theater
Latin 1
Latin 2
Latin 3
Latin 4 IB
Latin 5 IB
Spanish 1
Spanish 2
Spanish 3
Spanish 4 IB
Spanish 5 IB

2

NCAA information and requirements are constantly changing.  Stay up-to-date 
by visiting the Clearinghouse website at: www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.  Use school 

code 472035 for access to Salem High School information.

Note: The NCAA no longer 
accepts Computer Science 

courses to fulfi ll core course 
re quire ments.
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        Earn a sum of scores of at least 68 on the ACT or a com bined score 
of at least 820 on the SAT on a na tion al test date.

For Division I:  The minimum grade-point average in the 14 core courses and required ACT or SAT 
score vary according to the Initial-Eligibility Index below.  This index applies to students who wish to 

participate in Division I athletics.

above 2.500      68        820          

2.500  68        820          

2.475  69        830          

2.450  70    840-850       

2.425  70        860          

2.400  71        860          

2.375  72        870          

2.350  73        880          

2.325  74        890          

2.300  75        900          

2.275  76        910                    

Core GPA             ACT        SAT         

2.250  77        920        

2.225  78        930          

2.200  79        940          

2.175  80        950          

2.150  80        960         

2.125  81        960          

2.100  82        970          

2.075  83        980          

2.050  84        990          

2.025  85      1000         

2.000  86      1010                   

Core GPA             ACT                SAT     

English Core        4 years           4 years                    3 years
Math Core        2 years           3 years                    2 years
Science Core         2 years           2 years                    2 years
Social Science Core       2 years           2 years                    2 years

From English, Math, or Science       1 year                    1 year                      2 years
(additional core)

Additional Core (English, Math, 
Science, Social Science, Foreign 
Language, Nondoctrinal Religion,
Philosophy)                                   3 years           4 years                     3 years

Total Core Units Required         14                            16                            14

Core Units Required for NCAA Cer ti fi  ca tion
         Division I                 Division I                Division II   

Requirements for

NCAA

3

For additional information, students should refer to the NCAA Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete.  
These booklets are available in the Guidance Department.  Information can also be obtained online at www.nc
aaclearinghouse.net
The most frequently asked question: WHEN SHOULD I REGISTER WITH THE CLEARINGHOUSE?
Students should apply for certifi cation after their junior year in high school if they wish to participate in inter-
collegiate athletics as a freshman at a Division I or II institution.  Please note that fi nal eligibility/cer ti fi  ca tion 
is not granted until the student graduates from high school and a fi nal transcript is sent.  The student is respon-
sible to request that this fi nal transcript be sent to the NCAA. 

Sum  of Scores Sum  of Scores 

         2005-2007              2008 & later           2005 & Later
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Virginia Graduation Requirements for Student Transfers

Grade Level Entered Must Earn Ninth Graders in
00-01, 01-02, 02-03

Ninth Graders in
2003-04 and beyond

6 Verified Credits:
English 2 2

Mathematics 1
Science 1

History & Social Science 1
Student Selected 4 1

4 Verified Credits:
English 1 1

Mathematics 1
Science 1

History & Social Science 1
Student Selected 3

2 Verified Credits:
English 1 1

Student Selected 1 1

During 12th Grade:

Grade Level Entered Must Earn Ninth Graders in
2000-01 and beyond

9 Verified Credits:
English 2

Mathematics 2
Science 2

History & Social Science 2
Student Selected 1

6 Verified Credits:
English 2

Mathematics 1
Science 1

History & Social Science 1
Student Selected 1

4 Verified Credits:
English 1

Student Selected 3

During 12th Grade:

Standard Diploma Verified Credit Requirements
Beginning = First 20 hours of instruction; During = After the first 20 hours of instruction

Students transferring into a Virginia public school for the first time

Students transferring into a Virginia public school for the first time
Beginning = First 20 hours of instruction; During = After the first 20 hours of instruction

During 9th Grade OR Beginning 
of 10th Grade:

During 10th Grade OR Beginning 
of 11th Grade:

During 11th Grade OR
Beginning of 12th Grade:

Advanced Diploma Verified Credit Requirements

Students should be given every opportunity to earn a diploma; if this is not 
possible, arrange to have the previous school award the diploma; or seek a 
waiver of the verified credit requirement from the DOE.

During 9th Grade OR Beginning 
of 10th Grade:

During 10th Grade OR Beginning 
of 11th Grade:

During 11th Grade OR
Beginning of 12th Grade:

Students should be given every opportunity to earn a 
diploma; if this is not possible, arrange to have the 
previous school award the diploma; or seek a waiver 
of the verified credit requirement from the DOE.
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Fine or 
Practical 
Arts

World 
Language

5 1

Health 
and Phys. 
Education

2

IB Diploma  
 (28)

Science  Math English   Credits
Required

5 4 5

History 
and 
Social 
Science

4

IB Diploma students also receive the Advanced Studies Diploma.

Creativity, Action,
Service

Ex tend ed Essay

Theory of Knowledge

Sixth Subjects

The Arts and Electives

Mathematics

IB Math Studies 1, 2 (SL)

Math Analysis - IB Mathematics 1

Calculus - IB Math e mat ics 2 (SL)

Lan guage A1 (English) including the study of selections from World Lit er a ture. 

Lan guage B:  Spanish, French, German, or Latin

In di vid u als and Societies:  History of Europe, Twen ti eth Century History

Ex per i men tal Sciences:  Biology, Chemistry, Physics

Mathematics:  Mathematical Studies, Mathematical Analysis (Methods), Cal cu lus

The Arts and Electives:  Art/Design, Music, Theatre Arts, Business and Management,  
 a second world language, a second science

Language A

IB English 1, 2 (HL)

Individuals and Societies

IB History 1, 2 (HL)

Ex per i men tal Sci enc es

IB Bi ol o gy 1, 2 (HL)

IB Ap plied Chem is try (SL)

IB Physics (SL)

Language B

Spanish (SL) 

French (SL)

German (SL)

Latin (SL)

International Baccalaureate Pro gram

2

Minimum 
Electives

Electives 
must include 
1/2 unit in 
Personal 
Finance

Visit the IB website at www.ibo.org or the Salem IB website through the school webpage at http://salem.k12.va.us/shs/ib
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SALEM HIGH REGISTRATION 2010-2011 
Name:           Student #:    Year of Graduation:  
  Last   First 
Phone:      Current Grade:   Type of Diploma:   

### Requests Credits  Counselor’s Comments  

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

   ### Alternate Electives Credits

      

      

      

      

Totals     

1. Read registration guide carefully. 
2. Fill out all requests, course numbers, and credits in spaces provided. 
3. Choose alternate electives carefully. 
4. Salem High strongly encourages ALL students to take AT LEAST six classes. 
5. Parent and student MUST sign. 
6. To participate in interscholastic sports programs, the Virginia High School League requires  

“Take five-pass five”.  Non-credit courses and previously passed courses, DO NOT count in this five. 
7. Students who DO NOT meet the prerequisite will have their schedules adjusted during the summer. 
8. By registering for a Pre-IB, IB, College or Dual Enrolled course, the student and parent agree to abide by the 

“Commitment to Advanced Program of Study” as listed in the Registration Guide.  Request for changes are to 
be made in-writing to the SHS Guidance Department by the last Friday in June. 

I understand that these course selections are correct and have my approval. 

        
Student signature   date  Parent signature   date 

Counselor use only (do not write below this line) 

Verified Credits – Beginning with the Class of 2007, students must earn verified credits to graduate:
Standard Diploma – 6 verified credits: 2 English, one in each core area & 1 bonus 
Advanced Diploma – 9 verified credits: 2 in each core area & 1 bonus 

Key:  (V) verified credit secured; (T) taking SOL course, will test this year; (PR) potential retake, (LV) Local Verified 

 English 11 Writing    Algebra 1   Earth Science    World Geography 
 English 11 RLR    Geometry   Biology/IB 1    World History I 

 Algebra 2   Chemistry    World History II/IB1 
 US/VA History 

 total English    total Math   total Science    total History 
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NEW APPLICATION PROCEDURE FOR DUAL ENROLLED STUDENTS: 

Beginning Monday, November 2, 2009, Virginia Western CC will no longer accept the three-
page, paper copy of the dual enrollment application which is usually completed by students and 
their parents.  In addition, the college will no longer accept the paper copy of the “Returning 
Student Data Form” from students who have to renew their VWCC application each year to 
continue their dual enrollment status.  For the school year, 2010-2011, any student who wishes to 
participate in the dual enrollment program in one of our area high schools, must complete the  
online application located at:   

http://www.virginiawestern.edu/student_life/for_dual_enrollment/

Students who have never taken a dual enrollment class – and their parents – will need to look at 
the right margin of the web page to an array of tabs.  One of the tabs is entitled NEW 
APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION—PART I.  This section contains the actual application for 
admission to the college and must be completed by all first time dual enrollment students.

When this section is completed, the student’s EMPL ID number automatically appears on the 
screen.  Parents and students should make a note of it because it will need to be used in the next 
section of the application process.  The completed application will be directed electronically to 
the college’s Admissions Office where it will be processed.  New students should receive a letter 
from the college in about a week, which welcomes their acceptance into college and also 
includes their EMPL ID number.  Dual students need to write this number down and keep it 
handy.

The tab directly below PART I is entitled NEW APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION—PART II.  
This section contains a form that the parent needs to complete, sign, date and return to the Office 
of Admissions and Records; otherwise, the application process for the student cannot be 
completed.  Please note that both PART I and PART II of the application must be completed.

Finally, under these two tabs is the RENEWAL APPLICATION FOR RETURNING DUAL 
STUDENTS tab, which must be completed by all students who have already taken a dual 
enrolled class and anticipate continuing their dual enrollment in the coming school year. 

I am asking you to inform prospective dual students of this new procedure—perhaps in a 
prominent place in the “Registration Guide” most of your systems publish each year for the 
coming school year and through notices in each Guidance Office and from guidance counselors.   
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Graduation requirements for freshmen entering high school in 2010 and beyond
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Footnote explanations for chart on diploma types and credits required for graduation 
 

1 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include at least two different course selections from among: Algebra I, 
Geometry, Algebra, Functions, and Data Analysis, Algebra II, or other mathematics courses above the level of Algebra II.  
The board shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement. 
 
2 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include course selections from at least two different science disciplines: 
earth sciences, biology, chemistry, or physics or completion of the sequence of science courses required for the 
International Baccalaureate Diploma.  The board shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement. 
 
3 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include U.S. and Virginia History, U.S. and Virginia Government, and 
one course in either world history or geography or both.  The board shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement. 
 
4 Courses to satisfy this requirement shall include at least two sequential electives as required by the Standards of Quality. 
 
5 A student may utilize additional tests for earning verified credit in computer science, technology, career and technical 
education, economics, or other areas as prescribed by the board in 8 VAC 20-131-110. 
 
6 Students who complete a career and technical education program sequence and pass an examination or occupational 
competency assessment in a career and technical education field that confers certification or an occupational competency 
credential from a recognized industry, or trade or professional association or acquires a professional license in a career and 
technical education field from the Commonwealth of Virginia may substitute the certification, competency credential, or 
license for (i) the student selected verified credit and (ii) either a science or history and social science verified credit when 
the certification, license, or credential confers more than one verified credit.  The examination or occupational competency 
assessment must be approved by the Board of Education as an additional test to verify student achievement. 
 
7 Pursuant to Section 22.1-253.13:4, Code of Virginia, credits earned for this requirement shall include one credit in fine or 
performing arts or career and technical education. 
 
8 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement must include a career concentration as approved by the board.  If a career 
concentration includes a specific assessment approved by the board and the student is eligible to take the assessment, then 
the student must take this assessment. 
 
9 Students who complete a career and technical education program sequence and pass an examination or occupational 
competency assessment in a career and technical education field that confers certification or an occupational competency 
credential from a recognized industry, or trade or professional association or acquires a professional license in a career and 
technical education field from the Commonwealth of Virginia may substitute the certification, competency credential, or 
license for (i) the student selected verified credit and (ii) either a science or history and social science verified credit when 
the certification, license, or credential confers more than one verified credit.  The examination or occupational competency 
assessment must be approved by the board as an additional test to verify student achievement. 
 
10 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include at least three different course selections from among: Algebra 
I, Geometry, Algebra II, or other mathematics courses above the level of Algebra II.  The board shall approve courses to 
satisfy this requirement. 
 
11 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include U.S. and Virginia History, U.S. and Virginia Government, and 
two courses in either world history or geography or both.  The board shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement. 
 
12 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include three years of one language or two years of two languages. 
 
13 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include content from among applications of algebra, geometry, 
personal finance, and probability and statistics in courses that have been approved by the board. 
 
14 Courses completed shall include content from at least two of the following: applications of earth science, biology, 
chemistry, or physics in courses approved by the board. 
 
15 Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include one unit of credit in U.S. and Virginia History and one unit of 
credit in U.S. and Virginia Government in courses approved by the board. 
 
16 Courses to satisfy this requirement shall include at least two sequential electives in the same manner required for the 
Standard Diploma. 
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SHS Electives 2010-2011 

ART
Art Foundations 
Advanced Drawing 
Ceramics 1 
Ceramics 2 
Ceramics Aesthetics 
Beginning Painting 
Advanced Painting 
Graphic Arts Design 
Computer Art Graphics 
IB Art 1 
IB Art 2 

BUSINESS
Keyboarding 1 
Computer Solutions 
Personal Finance 
Personal Investing 
Computer Information Systems 
Accounting 
COE
Notehand
Business Law 
Business Economics 
Desktop Publishing 
Multimedia Presentations 
Photojournalism:  Yearbook 
IB Business Management 

ENGLISH
Word Power 
Newspaper 1, 2, 3 
Newspaper Semester 
Creative Writing 1 
IB Extended Essay 1 
IB Extended Essay 2 
Classical Mythology 
Speech

FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES 
Exploring Foods 
Gourmet Cuisine 
Culinary Essentials 
Child Development 
Early Childhood Education 1 
Early Childhood Education 2 
FACS Intern 

WORLD LANGUAGES 
French
Latin
Spanish
German 

**Any academic course can be an elective** 

HISTORY & SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Practical Law 
Sociology 
Psychology 
Comparative Religions 
IB Theory of Knowledge 1 
IB Theory of Knowledge 2 

MARKETING & COMPUTER SCIENCE 
Intro to Marketing 
Marketing
Co-op 
Advanced Marketing 
Adv Co-op 
Computer Programming 1 
Computer Programming 2 

PERFORMING ARTS 
Concert Choir 
Women's Choir 
Men's Choir 
Chorale
Salem Singers 
Marching Band 
Concert Band 
Symphonic Band 
Jazz Band 
Percussion 
IB Music Technology 1 & 2 
Drama 1, 2, 3, 4 
IB Theatre 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Rhythmic Movements 
Fit for Life 
Team Sports 
Recreational Activities 
Weight Training 
Weight Training NC 
Athletic Training 

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 
Basic Technical Drawing 
Engineering Drawing 
Architectural Drawing 
Photography 1 
Intro to Architecture 

TRADES & INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION 
Introduction to Automotive Mechanics 
Welding Exploratory 
Welding 1, 2, 3 
Auto Body 1, 2, 3 
Auto Service 1, 2, 3 


